March  1,  1962 


Nr.  Brio  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5#  Missouri 

Dear  Erie* 

Z  received  your  racant  lattar  and  revisions  for  tha  1804 
manuscript.  All  of  tha  changes  have  bean  made  including 
tha  weights  and  adding  tha  two  DuPonts  to  tha  list  of 
contributors  • 

Enclosed  herewith  are  silver  tone  prints  of  tha  balance 
of  tha  cuts  that  wa  have  for  tha  1804  book.  I  will  leave 
it  up  to  you  to  write  captions  for  these,  and  than  you 
should  return  tha  entire  batch  of  s  llvertone  prints  to  me 
so  that  wa  can  sat  captions. 

Whan  you  receive  galley  proofs  of  the  type,  I  will  return 
the  photos  to  you  and  you  oan  indicate  where  they  should 
go  in  the  text. 

Also  enclosed  is  a  new  cut  that  Z  found  showing  the  1804 
five  dollar  gold  piece  in  detail.  Z  think  this  would  make 
a  worth-while  addition  to  the  book. 

The  typesetters  finished  over  half  of  the  book  and  then 
our  Job  got  sidetracked  for  something  more  urgent.  They 
promised  to  resume  setting  type  next  week.  Z  will  have 
galley  proofs  for  you  as  soon  as  the  proofreaders  finish 
with  it. 


1 sever. 


Ken  Bressett 

Numismatic  Editor 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


XEBs Jam 
end. 


F  vc  ....... 


Dear  Ken: 


raised  rim 

The  ini' or  .alion  on  the  Chilus  piece  as  to  the  l<*at 


requires  some  rewriting.  I  f  I  get  it  done  T  will  enclose 
it.  If  not  it  will  be  taken  care  or  by  correction. 


You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  1  have  the  DuPont  data. 


Both  pieces  are  owned  by  Mrs .Larrimot  DuPont  who  inherited  them 
pro  her  husband.  The  weights  ahe  gave  me  are  not  identified 
but  are  26.796  grams  and  26.581  gra.  -s  .  Fy  calculations  show 
these  to  he  Cohen  410.21  ;  Linder  .an  413.52  grains 

The  Coh^n  piece  therefore  has  been  cleaned  or  something.  The 
Linderman  piece  is  the  missing  link  you  have  been  waiting  for. 


I  know  you  will  be  happy  with  this  letter  -  because 


it  is  short  and  because  it  has  the  data.  Perhaps  .  .is  .La . ut 

DuPont  should  be  added  to  the  acknowledgement  but  Willis  H .DuPont 
actually  had  them  weighed  as  I  wrote  him.  Maybe  both  should  be 
mentioned, as  both  undertook  t*>  help, finally • 


Sincerely 


Eric  P.  Newman 


\ 


Dear  Ken: 


raised  rim 

The  information  un  the  Childs  piece  as  to  the  Acat  Le&'flJsl 


ftrigR  requires  some  rewriting.  I  f  I  get  it  done  I  will  enclose 
it.  If  not  it  will  be  taken  care  or  by  correction. 


You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  1  have  the  DuPont  data. 


Both  pieces  are  owned  by  Mr3.Lamr.10t  DuPont  who  inherited,  them 
from  her  husband.  The  weights  ahe  gave  me  are  not  identified 
but  are  26.796  grams  and  26.581  grams .  My  calculations  show 
these  to  he  Cohen  410.21  ;  Linder,  an  413.52  grains 

The  Cohen  piece  therefore  has  been  cleaned  or  so ne thing.  The 
Linderman  piece  is  the  missing  link  you  have  been  waiting  for. 


I  know  you  will  be  happy  with  this  letter  -  because 


it  is  short  and  because  it  has  the  data.  Perhaps  Mrs  .La. ..mot 
DuPont  should  be  added  to  the  acknowledgement  but  Willis  H .DuPont 
actually  had  them  weighed  a3  I  wrote  him.  Maybe  both  should  be 
merit ioned,as  both  undertook  t*>  help* finally • 


Sincere 


Z 


Erie  I',  Hew  man 


fl.  KOSOff,  Inc.  lA/unudmatidt* 

•  P.O.  BOX  4  5  6  •  ENCINQ,  CALIFORNIA  

•  STATE  4  -  5  0  0  5  •  CABLE  AKOI  NENCAL,  LOS  ANGELES 


May  9 ,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P. Newman 
400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Mo. 


Dear  Eric: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  letter  of  the  4th  in  regard  to  James 
S.  Hurwitz.  I  shall  contact  the  police  authorities  in  St.  Louis 
just  in  case  any  of  our  coins  are  still  available  --  though  I 
doubt  it. 


Incidently,  I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  Illustrated  History 
of  U.S  .  Coins  which  I  have  prepared  around  the  collection 
which  will  not  be  a  mystery  to  you. 

I  made  some  remarks  about  the  1804  and  1805  Dollar  which  I 
think  you  will  agree  are  in  order  —  or  perhaps  you  may  not, 
but  in  any  event  I  thought  I  would  answer  a  number  of  questions 
which  have  been  put  to  me. 


Kindest  personal  regards. 
Very  sincerely  yours, 


MEMBER 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Ass’n.  of  Professional  Numismatists, 
American  Numismatic  Ass’n.,  American  Numismatic  Society,  etc. 


Hay  Hi,  1962 


hr*  A •  Kosoff 
•(/•Box  Ii^6 
Enoino,  California 

Dear  Abes 

Thank  you  for  sending  a©  a  copy  of  your  Illustrated 
History  and  advising  me  that  I  will  receive  a  library 
copy*  I  had  been  told  that  your  book  had  some  com- 
wants  on  the  Eerb©  l60h  and  1805  dollars  and  so  I 
glanced  at  someone  ©lee’s  copy  before  your  copy 
arrived*  The  book  is  a  fresh  and  efieetive  approach 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  siudd  rmterial* 

In  your  letter  to  me  you  said  that  I  isight  or  might 
not  agree  that  your  comments  on  the  Zerbe  pieces 
are  in  order*  I  always  re  ope ct  sincere  differences 
of  opinion*  Whatever  either  of  us  h«v©  written 
has  to  be  and  will  be  Judged  by  others  in  the  firal 
analysis  and,  in  addition,  each  of  us  has  bis  own 
cor  science  to  live  with*  ithout  numismatics  we 
could  not  duel  with  each  other  in  such  an  interest¬ 
ing  way* 

Tou  also  state  that  you  thought  you  would  answer 
a  number  of  questions  which  have  u©en  put  to  you* 

That  has  pen  quite  different  from  r*y  experience* 

The  many  people  fr-a  whom  i  h^arci  seemed  to  feel 
that  natter  was  a  closed  one* 

I  hop©  that  the  new  book  on  the  ^normal  l80Ji 
dollars’*  will  give  you  aoraething  to  think  and  com¬ 
ment  about  when  it  is  published  in  a  month  or  so* 

I  suggest  you  contact  the  San  Francisco  police  on 
the  Hurwita  matter  as  I  understand  ma3»y  coins 
were  found  and  aoae  may  be  from  your  consignments* 


Hay  lh9  1962 


Hr.  A.Kosof S 

Would  you  like  to  buy  ay  18C4*  half  dollar?  B.Hax 
Mehl  approved  It  as  genuine. 

Kir. do st  regards. 

SirceraXy  yours. 


EHXC  '  .PA  H 


B PH/e  tb 


/ 


Hay  H,  1962 


Hr*  A.  Kosoff 
P.O.Box  U56 
Bncino,  California 

Dear  Abe: 

Thank  you  for  sending  ®e  a  copy  of  your  Illustrated 
History  and  advising  me  that  I  will  receive  a  library 
copy.  I  had  been  told  that  your  book  had  some  com¬ 
ments  on  the  Zerbe  180U  and  lSOf>  dollars  and  so  I 
glanced  at  someone  else*s  copy  before  your  copy 
arrived.  the  book  is  a  fresh  and.  effective  approach 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  Judd  material. 

In  your  letter  to  me  you  said  that  I  might  or  might 
not  agree  that  your  comments  on  the  Zerbe  pieces 
are  in  order.  I  always  respect  sincere  differences 
of  opinion.  Whatever  either  of  us  have  written 
has  to  be  and  will  be  judged  by  others  in  the  final 
analysis  and,  in  addition 9  each  of  us  has  his  own 
conscience  to  live  with.  Without  numismatics  w® 
could  not  duel  with  eaeh  other  in  such  an  interest¬ 
ing  way. 

Tou  also  state  that  you  thought  you  would  answer 
a  number  of  questions  which  have  o©en  put  to  you. 

That  has  e e n  quite  different  from  my  experience. 

The  many  people  from  whom  X  heard  seemed  to  feel 
that  matter  was  a  closed  one. 

I  hope  that  the  new  book  on  the  ^normal  180& 
dollars®  will  give  you  something  to  think  and  com¬ 
ment  about  when  it  is  published  in  a  month  or  so. 

I  suggest  you  contact  the  San  Francisco  police  on 
the  Hurwits  matter  as  I  understand  mahy  coins 
were  found  and  some  may  be  from  your  consignments . 


May  U,  1962 


-2- 


\ 


Mr.  A.Kosoff 

Would  you  like  to  buy  ray  1801*  half  dollar?  B.Max 
Hehl  approved  it  a  a  genuine. 

Kindest  regards. 


Sireerely  yours. 


FRIG  ?,  '•  /  -AW 


BPH/atb 


fl.  KOSOfF,  Inc.  ±A/uwu6nia,tibfo 

•  P.O.  BOX  4  5  6  •  ENCINO,  CALIFORNIA 

•  STATE  4-5  0  0  5  •  CABLE  AKOINENCAL,  LOS  ANGELES 


May  21,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Mo. 

Dear  Eric: 

Your  letter  received  and  many  thanks. 

I  know  that  you  and  I  have  a  feeling  that  we  may  disagree 
on  certain  matters  numismatic  but  I  am  sure  that  you  respect 
my  opinion  and  that  right  to  have  them,  as  well  as  the  fact 
that  I  give  these  things  serious  and  intelligent  thought.  For 
my  part  I  have  that  feeling  about  you  and  the  further  feeling 
that  you  have  contributed  and  will  continue  to  contribute  to 
numismatics  in  the  form  of  investigation  and  information  for 
years  to  come.  Unfortunately,  some  of  our  impetuous  young 
men  are  not  quite  as  patient  and  perhaps  they,  too,  serve  their 
purpose. 

In  any  event,  the  controversy  over  the  1804  and  1805  Dollar 
seems  to  have  flared  up  because  of  the  fact  that  I  stated  a 
position  -  which  was  the  only  one  I  could  state,  simply  because 
that  is  the  way  I  feel.  I  have  been  receiving  inquiries  from  a 
number  of  folks  who  have  the  feeling  that  perhaps  I  know  some¬ 
thing  about  numismatics  —  maybe  they  are  right  and  maybe  not 
but  in  any  event,  I  owe  them  some  explanation. 

As  I  indicated  to  some  of  your  colleagues,  I  am  perfectly  happy 
to  be  shown  one  way  or  the  other  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  admit 
to  errors.  In  fact,  I  often  say  that  I  wear  out  the  eraser  sooner 
than  I  do  the  pencil. 


MEMBER 

Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.,  International  Ass’n.  of  Professional  Numismatists, 
American  Numismatic  Ass’n.,  American  Numismatic  Society,  etc. 


Page  Two 


My  only  hope  in  this  matter  is  that  some  of  the  young  fellows  are  not 
out  to  do  a  bit  of  harm  even  though  they  may  feel  that  they  are  try¬ 
ing  to  accomplish  something  constructive  —  but  enough  of  that. 

I  do  appreciate  your  information  concerning  Mr.  Hurwitz  and  we  are 
following  up  on  the  matter  with  the  San  Francisco  Police  Dept. 

Many  thanks. 

I  note  you  mention  something  about  an  1804  Half  Dollar  and  that 
you  indicate  that  Max  Mehl  considered  it  to  be  a  genuine  coin. 

On  matters  such  as  these  I  like  to  see  for  myself  for  one  thing  — 
and  secondly,  to  check  with  folks  who  know  at  least  as  much  and 
often  more  than  I  do.  You,  for  example,  would  be  one.  Your  letter, 
by  its  tone,  indicates  that  you  do  not  believe  it  to  be  genuine.  Of 
course,  I  haven't  seen  it  and  the  liklihood  is  that  it  is  not  genuine. 

Since  I  am  leaving  for  Europe  on  Tuesday,  it  is  not  likely  that  I  can 
handle  the  matter  now  but  upon  my  return  I'll  be  happy  to  have  you 
send  it  to  me  and  we  can  pursue  that  matter  further. 

For  the  moment,  however,  we  are  discussing  the  1804  —  I  just  want 
to  make  it  clear  again  that  at  no  time  have  I  been  convinced  that  the 
1804  and  1805  dollars  belonging  to  the  Ostheimers  are  genuine  and 
I  have  indicated  on  numerous  occasions  by  the  same  token  I  do  not 
feel  that  you  have  completely  established  the  fact  that  they  are  not. 
True,. the  burden  of  proof  should  be  on  the  "discoverers"  to  establish 
the  authenticity  and  that  lacking  such  definite  proof  one  would  have 
to  assume  that  they  do  not  exist  —  or  at  least  are  not  authentic. 

With  shell  a  conclusion  I  would  find  no  fault  because,  as  I  say,  we 
should  have  these  things  established  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  in 
order  to  accept  them.  I  think  this  has  gone  on  far  enough.  I  under¬ 
stand  you  are  publishing  a  piece  of  work  on  this  matter  and  I  look 
forward  to  seeing  it  with  interest.  I  have  asked  Dick  Yeoman  and 
Ken  Bressett  to  send  a  copy  to  me  and  they  promised  to  send  some 
proofs  but  that  was  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  and  I  have  not  yet  received 
it.  Perhaps  there  will  be  something  there  that  will  influence  me 
further,  not  that  it  is  going  to  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  to  any¬ 
one. 

With  best  wishes  and  hope  that  you  and  your  family  have  a  most 
pleasant  summer. 


A  U  N  i  1  ft  ' 
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What  fol1  wvs  vou.  may  quote  at  your  i!~c region; 
of  my  dealings  with  various  aneat’1304  and  l  %;0 


it  coustit 
dollars 


Hit  out Fdy 


lit  7  believe,  195’)  and possitiTy  as  early  as  195.1  Nouis  Me  tier  sh  wed  a  :  ...id 
his  so-called  1805  dollar.  I  saw  it  at  can  club  meetings  and  jnventi  on.  bourses,  though 
I  do  not  recall  his  putting  a  price  tag  on  the  coin  He  always  insist,  h.  thrt  it  w.i  >ac  )( 
the  321  made  in  1805.  I  disbelieved  in  it  at  the  rime,  and  t.  >ld  him.  t»iat  I  thougbr  it  war  an 
alteration  from  1803  large-  3  {..•Tender  o.,«  T,ater  n  in  1  154  55  wi  ;n  Fm  el  Fayi  v 


'ed  ct>  abc.uf.  the  prospect  >.f  putting  ct  a  ’nook  '•  1  silver 


.fol  i 


i ! ; 1  <  the 


Wetner  piece  arci  prenoutic *d  it  T  &  die  otherwise  unknown  Frank  StbrFng.  of  L  mi  ta  u 
was  il'  '  greatly  interested  in  this  project,  and  com  uv'xv  (if  n.  m  ivy  mves)  in  this 
judgment  I  insisted  that  .it  was  an  alterati  m  They  claimed  HvU  i!  ?  p  sit  i  n  of  the  re.,*  .• ; 
differed  from  thit  in  the  1803  B-o  and  all  other  cics  known  ro  c  or.  with  1  801  2  a  !>  o'mos.- 
"A”  The  die  state  was  and  is  FARLIER  than  that  found  on  some  >3  >;  6ks.  I' hi.-  r  mo 
was  sufficient  to  condemn  the  coin,  though  1  was  at  the  time  not  prepared  t  >  sul  .stanti.'rc 
my  hunch  chat  rhe  coin  was  in  feet  altered  from  an  1803  B  6  r.itlu »  than  sonic  uujpste  I 
1803  obverse .  Werner  c onrinued  to  insist  that  iht  coin  was  autboitic.  but  n  >  longei  .  v,  >we  1 
it  around  I  have  a  photograph  f  the  core  made  a  "Hind  1954  or  55  (’),  a  hewing  o-j.h 
tarnish  a?  vine:  late  and  what  seems  to  be  suspicious  indontari  mi  ar  uni  the  tan  pored 
stars- -tins  evidence  of  alteration  being  obscured  oy  subsequent  etc  hi  u;.;  ov  tin  o  >  os  h» 
metallurgical  tests  intended  to  establish  their  freedom  from  solderec  rite  rati  s  f  never 
saw  W  iner1,  t  ”1804”  alteration  until  the  OstheJmers  showed  it  to  me  iu  Erie  Newman* 
present,  at  the.,histovfd.A31aattk.C  invention  broakfist  the  morning  after  Fa  \  1  >•  b  *mb»vhe!l 
speech  At  that  time  I  compared  it  with  a  specimen  of  the  '802  from  the  same  die.  ami 
e  incurred  fully  with  Eric* s  judgment  on  it  and  on  the  ''1805”  The  Ostheimers.  f  ■<  s«mv 
reasom  were  interested  in  the  possibility  that  the  uic  m Ighr  iiavt  beeo.  alierad  at  th  r  ;uf, 
and  to  demolish  this  argument  I  cited  my  having  seen,  raid  recorded,  .  pee i mens  of  the 
1 802  with  die  breaks  m  ore  advanced  titan  those  rhe  Dstheimer  i  "18  04”;  I  have  ah  eady 
aHuded  t  specimens  >f  [803  B- 6  with  advance'1  die  breaks, obv  and  rev.,  ith  Aving  t liar  they 
were  struck  later  than  the  Werner-Cstfeeimer  "1805  nnd  fror  the  same  diev-  l  nf-nuiattely, 
my  inability  to  produce  the  actual  specimens  has  prob.il  ly  resi.l  e  1  in  We’  ner1  s.  get!  o.g 
away  with  this  Sri  as  ction,  wLicn  may  be  fairly  described  as  the  biggest  swindle  in  the 
history  of  numismatics. 

In  1952  oi  v  5 3,  T  think  (the  exact  date  can  be  checked  up  from  a  file  of  the  Numismatist, 
same  year  in  which  Barefordvs  article  appeared,  on  "1  he  Minting  and  Grading  of  USf  dns’  l, 
Mr.  Harold  S.  Ba reford  attacked  me  in  a  speech  delivered  at  the  N.Y. Numismatic  Club,  later 
reprinted  in  th  Numismatist  under  the  title  "The  Minting  and  Grading  of  USC  oj  ns  "  i  r  s  >rne 
such  title.  I  he  attack,  from  its  wording,  was  an  attempt  to  denigrate  my  Archives  research 
(published  by  Lie  late  Wayte  Raymond  and  (hers)  which  ha  i  established  that  the  dost  x  t  .liar 
used  on  the  ! 804  dollars  yjas  a  Mint  process  not  in  use  prior  to  1828  ba  reford  had  been  heard 
to  say  that  he  would/believe  that  the  1804  dollars  were  struck  in  1804 


<# 


2 


February 

Again  in/1954,  at  the  time  of  the  Davis -Graves  sale,  J  .  B. Stack  threatened  over  the  telephone  to 
sue  me  and  New  Netherlands  jointly  and  severally  for  $1,000,000  if  they  or  I  published  anything 
whatever  advfeerse  to  the  1804  dollar.  The  coin  was  misdescribed  as  an  "original"  in  the  catalogue 
of  that  sale  despite  its  having  been  several  times  earlier  sold,  correctly  described,  as  a  re, strike 
(Class  HI)  It  went  to  a  floor  biddem,  "K.P.",  described  as  from  Alaska",  foi  $8,000.  Nevertheless 
J.B.  and  Morton  Stack  were  for  some  time  thereafter  extremely  hostile  to  me  The  st  >ry  they 
allowed  to  circulate  was  that  the  coin  would  have  brought  $12,000  but  the  perwm  who  tad  b’d  this 
amount  (presumably  on  the  book)  canceled  his  bid  after  overhearing  me  answer  s .meotiAs  questions 
about  th  coin  between  sessions  of  the  *>als--aad  my  answers. Jc  mdemned  the  coin  as  a  r  strike  made 
no  earlier  than  185"  and  probably  long  afterwards.  My  own  attitude  then  and  hs  now  has  been:  if 
the  truth  hurts  a  coins  sale  price,  that  is  the  de^ec^ s  rejpon^ihlljt^;  a  dealer  njis  jesenbin^  or 
relabeling  a  e-in  for  profit  automatically  takes  tne  *>-tskSof  tKe  truth  coming  *5ut ’  Doubtless  the  usual 
dealer* s  attitude  Is  that  I  should  mind  my  own  business  But  I  have  not  wantonly  attacked  particular 
coins;  instead,  I  have  consistently  tried  to  tell  the  truth- -sometimes  fin orable,  sometimes  otherwise 
to  questioners,  whether  these  were  dealers  or  c  Hectors.  The  only  ones  who  have  been  badly  hurt 
by  this  policy  have  berni  dealers  with  misdescribed  or  mislabeled  coins;  in  some  instances  collectors 
have  refused  to  buy  them,  or  have  returned  them,  on  my  qfWijce.  But  had  I  failed  to  tell  the  truth 
then,  someone  else  would  have  eventually  told  it-  -perhaps'  too  lat.e  ^r.jjhy*  collector  to  recover  his 
hard-earned  money,  l  *  msu  r.  nut  i  n.  ’evcutly  t~>  oe  wisued  ey  t  r  •*,  ’  Sfttwfty'&huul  1  •  coiv-pt*>  • 


iu 


ohnVi  o  m.Fcru.-cic  acal  rrs? 


Respect' nil  v  submitted,  Walter  Breen 


TiJc-i  ends  a’Iu  4  you  may  quote  in  print 

T  urn  Qabbergast-o*.!  by  «ir*  raw  sab  out  Johnson  ik  CW.  1  :  rJy  hep-  th-'  • '.liter  v  ;J1  !>■ 
am  eone  on  our  side.  T  sni  a1  most  tempts.!  to  apply  fro-  the  job  mysel  f.  but  ’  drub:  T  1  it  ev  n 
without  tlv  be., id,  ~nd  v;lv>  .ants  to  live  i~i  Sidnyy,  Chic';  How  about  y 

J  st ggedfct  that  you  -end  the  AK  review  arid  letter  &  rebuttal  to  Num.  ews.  S  far  as  T  know. 
Krause  isa*t  Hi  Hie  pay  of  the  ungodly.  You  might  not  get  ran.  h  for  it,  but  at  1  rut  UkR  be  in  print, 
and  tin- t* s  the  J.mf  o riant  thing.  T  fin  illy  located  my  solitary  reject  of  tlu  las.  seven  »r  eight  jears  : 

«i  letter  c  IV  August  I9b0  to  J oLnscn  of  CW  blasting  the  unscrupulous  a.im  who  n  islabel  eciiis  >f 
which  they  own  ioH.-.  rud  bags  as  "rare**  while  the* r  fawning  am -Ivies  Jo  f  rn  blast,  any  or  NOT  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  •■.u«w-t  Trends-  (For  what  inspired  this  blast  on  my  part,  s«-->  th-  18  Aug  60  issue  of 
CV»,  lettered  urn  u  section;  but  have  a  barfbag  handy,  as  itvs  truly  rotchmaking.)  I  v  ill  .  ,y  t  >  -uv  >rk 
fa's  f  >r  publication  somewh^ere,  u  nnewhec,  somehow. 

I  have  read  proof  on  the  Newman  et  al.  "Fantastic  I  $04  Dollar”  book.  It  ovcol!ei:t  -  .  1  i  in 
the  least  degree  disappointing. 


lu  d 

n  3 

W 


■o-,  ^-vs 


EDISON  BROTHERS  STORES,  Inc 


July  2$,  1962 


Hr#  Kenneth  Bresatt 
^hitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Hound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

I  am  enclosing  a  list  of  N<ho&e  who 
complimentary  copy  of  the  Nooky  bu 
those  in  St#  Louis  to  whom 
personally.  Ther 
list#  You  were 
fore,  you  shou 


Do  you  think  t' 
slip  with  the 
think  we  should 
i  n  d  i  c  a  tirh^st  h  a  t 
the  btfok  witk  our  c 


OUJ 

^ighteek  ii 

send  me\U 
hat  to 


ould  receive  a 
I  have  omitted 
give  the  book 
St#  Louis  on  my 
zen,  and  there* 
ozen# 


insert  a  little  printed 
he  authors,  or  do  you 
nt/letter  to  some  parties 
cover  we  are  sending 

ts? 


,  of  obu^se,  have  many  more  to  add  to  this 
>ut  I  watn>ed\you  to  have  my  list  promptly  so 
'oV  could  v^ori)  with  it# 


al  ^regards. 


Sincerely, 


Sric  P.  Newman 


KPN : ak 


end 


American  Antiquarian  Society 
18$  Salisbury  Avenue 
Worcester  9,  Mass* 

American  NUaisr&atic  Society 
Broadway  at  156th  Street 
Hew  Tor*  32,  N.  Y * 

Edward  ft.  Barnsley 
111  South  State  Street 
Newtown,  Pa, 

Mo  He  Bolender 
PoOe  Box  63 

San  Marino,  California 

Dr,  T.  Vo  Buttrey 
Box  1967 
Yale  Station 
New  Haven,  Conn* 

Dr,  Julian  Blanchard 
1  Sheridan  Square 
New  York  11,  Hew  York 

Vernon  L*  Brown 
Museum  of  Moneys  of  the  World 
12f >1  Avenue  of  the  Americas 
New  Yorx  20,  Hew  York 

Col*  and  Mrs.  Winston  Cruzan 

Fort  Bragg 
North  Carolina 

Grover  Criswell 

2501  ?ass-a-Grille  Way 

St«  Petersburg  Beach  11,  Fla* 

Amon  Carter,  Jr© 

Fort  Worth  Star  Telegram 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

William  H.  Dillistin 
Alexander  Hamilton  Hotel 
Patterson  12,  New  Jersey 

Damon  0*  Douglas 
Robert  Treat  Hotel 
Newark,  New  Jersey 

Fred  W.  Eckfeldt 
6  Lindenwoid  Terrace 
Ambler,  Pa, 

Hubert  Friedberg 
131  W,  32nd  St. 

Hew  York  1,  New  York 

K&rley  L,  Freeman 
353  So.  Atlantic  Ave. 

Ormond  Beach,  Fla, 

Dr*  Sarah  ? r Be  \ a n 
Johns  Hopkins  University 
Baltimore  13,  Maryland 

Aaron  Feldman 

1200  Ave.  of  the  Americas 

New  York  36,  N.  Y « 

Georee  J  -  U  H 
P.0.  Box  6017 
Baltimore  31,  Md. 


John  J*  Ford,  Jr. 

176  Hendrickson  Ave. 
Rockville  Center,  L.I.,  N.I 

Lynn  Glaser 
3012  Joshua  Rd. 

Lafayette  Hill,  Pa. 

Cyril  Hawley 
38  Hedgehog  Lane 
West  Simsbury,  Conn. 

Le©  E.  Hewitt 

7320  Milwaukee  Avenue 

Chicago  18,  Illinois 

D.  Wayne  Johnson 
2100  W.  18th  Terrace 
Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas 

J.  Hewitt  Judd 
680  N.  56th  St. 

Omaha,  Neb. 

Abe  Kosoff 
P«0o  Box  156 
Encino,  California 

Richard  Picher 
P.0,  Box  366 
Albertson,  L0  I.,  N.  Y. 

Norman  Rabb 
129  lalentine  St. 

West  Newton  65,  Mass. 

Gilroy  Roberts 
111  Summit  Avenue 
Upper  Darby,  Pa. 

Henry  B„  Steel© 

156  Barry  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 

V.  Clain  Stef^anelli 
Smithsonian  Institution 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Eric  Ho  Steele 
156  Barry  Ave. 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Kenneth  Scott 
13-25  Douglaston  Pkwy 
Douglaston  63,  N.Y© 

Walter  Thompson 
7600  Morgan  Sto 
Alexandria,  Va. 

Ralph  Wanger 

2930  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Chicago,  Ill 

Raymond  H.  Williamson 
930  Rothowood  Rd. 

Lynchburg,  Va* 

Charles  Wormser 
1  Wo  U7th  St. 

New  York  36,  N.Y. 

Edwin  Wolf  II 

Library  Co.  of  Philadelphia 
Philadelphia  17,  Pa„ 


Qsrvul^ 


c 

0 

F 


P 


77 K  &**& tZLy 

^  ^  ffisiso^i^juiJLdL ^  ^^%-w-vv^ 

yv^xLc^-e  tA^>  ^Ac cl^^j 

,  £}^dlL^tZ^.  y  V^yy^s VV 


aXCIg^^  ^/t^e  .it.  zUjjjiM  i 

^ru»^  - - - - - -  v. 

<^di^  \h^  CyjL  Utx^J^ 


\  & «^f y  .<%JX*-±^tX  * 


0 


dH  ffijJZ&Xi*-*  {  P^~\  (&^IasO^-JL  (^ucyLu^j  ^ 

^<  >X:::^  ^(Xvfr-^  j, 

<J'I-&71*^  ^XaJiXl  '?  /£aw_-c^  ^XjUlXl^  itXr*  ^X^aXX  j, 


Yir^Xti^  £^»-*n  I  ^  (  iiif  > 


0~*-*yjLyJ y  if&O^y^) ^  C^Xr-^>  ' 


August  28,  1962 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

The  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  e  ssential  it 
is  to  find  out  the  weight  of  the  I80U  Eagle 
in  gold.  I  have  the  weight  of  the  one  in 
silver.  I  even  think  it  is  worth  a  phone 
call. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  if,  perchance,  you 
do  not  finish  all  of  the  typesetting  in  time 
to  mail  it  to  me  for  the  weekend  you  could 
mail  to  me  whatever  is  finished  and  cut  the 
pasteup  book  so  that  I  get  the  part  which  has 
been  finished  and  you  retain  the  part  which 
has  not  been. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 

FROM 

New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

1  WEST  47th  ST. 

NEW  YORK  36,  N.  Y. 

TO  c/c  Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc. 

IiOO  Washington  Avenue 

St.  Louis  2.  Mo. 

SUBJECT:  David  Spink's  well  kept  secret,  other  matters.. » _ _ _ 

DATE: _ August  30,  1962. 

t 


Dear  EPN; 


X  * 


7  |  ^  David  Spink  had  a  beautiful  .specimen  of  the  dated  1795  Liberty  &  Security  Penny «  at 

FtTT 


7  X  K  (Vcc/Co) 

w  Is,  .  ^  lij&l^OQ.  We  bought  it,  and  have  offered  it  out  at  fl675.  Am  I  correct  that  you  think  this 


In  ^  l  ^  $ price  too  high  for  am  I  being  presump  tous?)? 

n;  r 


i 


;(T  if  y  ^ 

#  J  '  ^  ,  the  existance  of  the  set  for  some  time...  -why  didn't  he  give  you  the  dope  so  that  your 

l  ^  ^  N  jbopk  could  have  been  changed  to  suit?  Jim  Risk  is  a  good  friend  of  Spinks  (and  an  employee 


i 


jS  ^  The  Spink  deal  re  the  183U  Presentation  set  has  me  confused.  Apparently,  he  knew  about 


4\  ^  t'^of  Stack's),  but  how  does  that  make  him  an  authority  on  ANY  U*S.  series,  much  less  the  'Oil 

Cl?  - 


^  ^  mess?  stake*?  have  told  me  that  they  intend  to  take  action  against  the  Whitman  book  if  it 

£1  la  ^  harms  their  offering:  of  the  Wolfson  'Oil.  which  they  twice  sold  (by  implication)  as  an 


UJl 

^  ^  t  "Original."  Are  Stack's  interested  in  purchasing  •■gat  the  Spink  set?  We  are,  as  we  have  a 

^  ^  client  who  MUST  HAVE  THE  SET,  and  who  will  pay  accordingly.  Qur  client  likes  the  story. 


$ 


Jr  > 


^  ^  ^  >  and  the  historical  background,  and  will  not  own  any  other  l80h.  Can  you  help...  this  deal 

"*  can  be  of  a  mutual  benefit.  Confidentially  yours..., 

PLEASE  REPLY  TO  - ►  SIGNED  John' 


3  Jr. 


DATE 


SIGNED 


SEND  WHITE  AND  PINK  COPIES  WITH  CARBONS  INTACT.  PINK  COPY  IS  RETURNED  WITH  REPLY. 

GRAYARC  CO.,  BROOKLYN  32,  N.  Y. 


September  b,  1962 


Mr.  John  Ford 
1  West  U7th  Street 
New  York  37  >  Mew  Xork 

Bear  John: 

The  mystery  of  the  Spink  Set  is  completely  beyond 
me.  The  information  was  withheld  ^rom  me  as  well 
as  everyone  else.  From  questions  which  I  asked 
and  which  are  to  be  answered,  I  believe  the  Set 
is  in  England. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  a  smoke  stream  is 
being  thrown  up  to  prevent  the  ownership  from 
being  determined#  I  wish  I  could  help  you  and 
will  if  I  get  any  further  clues. 

The  type  setting  on  the  changes  in  the  book  are 
complete  and  I  understand  it  will  be  ready  for 
distribution  about  September  17* 

If  you  think  you  have  ever  had  trouble,  imagine 
what  I  have  gone  through. 

Thanks  for  the  information. 


Cordially, 


El  IC  I  .  NEW  IAN 


EPUifh 


Rare  Coins ,  Medals  and  Paper  Money  —  Bought  and  Sold 


New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 


SUITE  401 

1  WEST  47TH  STREET 
New  York  36,  N.  Y. 


Phones  PLaza  7-5245-6 


September  6,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  fewman 

Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc. 

400  Washington  Ave. 

St.  Louis  2,  Mo. 

Dear  Eric : 


Many  thanks  for  sending  me  the  part  of  the  recent 


ANS  proceedings,  containing  your  corrections  and  additions 
re  the  Virginia  Coinage.  Now,  I  can  throw  away  my  copy  of 
the  proceedings* 

Enclosed  you  will  find  another  single  copy  of 
"Sound  Currency." 


I  certainly  look  forward  to  receiving  both  the 


"original"  version  of  the  1804  Dollar  book,  as  well  as  the 
corrected  version.  I  hope  that  you  give  me  the  first  with 
a  suitable  inscription,  as  I  feel  this  will  be  a  real 
(numismatic  bibliophile)  collectors  item  in  the  years  to  come. 

Again,  many  thanks,  and  with  very  best  personal 

regards. 


Sincer  ely , 


JJF:dn 


Creators  of  Distinguished  Numismatic  Auction  Sale  Catalogues 


September  6,  1962 


Mr*  James  C*Risk 
Coin  Galleries 
123  est  57th  Street 
New  York  19 ,  New  fork 

Dear  Mr.  Risk* 

Thank  you  for  your  generous  comments  with  respect 
to  "The  Fantastic  I80I4.  Dollar* n 

I  think  it  would  be  worth  while  for  you  to  obtain 
the  weight  of  the  1801*  proof  Sagle,  which  Stack* s 
have,  if  merely  for  comparison  sake,  and  let  me 
know  the  weight*  Would  you  be  nice  enough  to  do 
that* 

We  will  get  acquainted,  personally,  one  of  these 
days  • 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  cooperation. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Eric  P*  Newman,  President 


EPN/a tb 


JUdson  2-5955 


(Enin  (gallpma 


Dealers  and  Appraisers 


Hotel  Salisbury  —  Second  Floor 
123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


September  4,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  not  been  successful  in  getting  the 
weight  of  the  Proof  Eagle  in  the  1834  set.  It  seems  that  the  coin 
is  physically  unavailable  at  the  moment  and  will  remain  so  for  at 
least  another  two  weeks.  I  have  given  Ken  Bressett  the  bad  news 
by  telegram  this  morning.  The  Stack’s  have  one  of  these  Eagles 
tucked  away  so  that  I  suppose  I  could  have  weighed  it  and  give  you 
the  results.  Something  told  me  that  this  information  would  not  have 
been  precisely  what  you  wanted,  so  I  resisted  temptation. 

The  rainy  part  of  this  last  weekend  was  devoted  to  the  rare  uncorrected 
edition  of  "The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar"  Ken  Bressett  was  kind  enough 
to  give  me.  Let  me  say  that  I  do  not  recollect  any  Numismatic  pub¬ 
lication  which  has  given  me  more  satisfaction  and  sheer  pleasure  to 
read.  You  have  done  a  magnificent  piece  of  work  and  I  am  glad  that 
the  1834  set  came  to  light  just  in  time  to  permit  certain  basic  addi¬ 
tions.  While  the  scholarship  of  the  author  and  his  collaborators  is 
impressive,  the  book  is  also  worth  its  weight  in  laughs.  You  have 
gently  planted  quite  a  number  of  barbs  right  where  they  belong. 

If  you  do  get  a  chance  to  stop  in  while  you  are  in  New  York  I  would 
certainly  enjoy  making  your  acquaintance. 


Sincerely  yours 


COIN  GALLERIES 


James  C.  Risk 


JCRteb 


cc.  Ken  Bressett 


United  States,  Ancient  and  Foreign  Coins 


/S’uiplsmatic  directory.  1957- 
St.  Louis. 

v.  22  cm. 

Compilers :  1957-  D.  W.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Breen. 


1.  Numismatics — Direct. 
Walter  H„  comp. 

CJ63.N72 

Library  of  Congress 


A/ u  '' 


i.  Johnson,  D.  Wayne,  comp.  n.  Breen, 


737.058 


o 


57-8605 


[2j  er 


QPO 


D.  Wayne  Johnson 

P.  O.  Box  333 
Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas 

TELEPHONE 
913  HE.  2-4648 

Septo  10,  1962 


Dear  Eric  : 

’  -First,  let  me  say  that  the  1804  books  is  correctly 
named — fantastic!  If  I  had  to  classify  it,  I  would  have 
to  create  a  new  catagory,  something  like  a  "numismatic 
think  piece."  I  can  see  the  tremendous  amount  of  research 
and  thought  that  went  into  it. 

The  proof  reading  is  excellent.  I  don’t  know  how  much 
you  are  going  to  have  to  change  in  60  pages  but  this  first 
edition  (or  bound  press  proofs)  is  near  perfect.  (I  can 
only  suggest  that  the  illustration  of  the  reverse  on  page 
03  be  straighten— center  periods  level.) 

I  don’t  think  I  thanked  you  adequately  at  *fche  airport 
for  your  ar1j4rcle  *  Thank  you,  and  I  certainly  appreciate 
your  cooperation.  Now,  one  more  thing,  do  you  have  a  photo¬ 
graph  of  yourself? 

You  mentioned  your  interest  at  the  airport  about  the 
Library  of  Congress  catalog  cards.  Prom  the  sample  sheets 
they  sent  me,  I  believe  the  cards  will  be  p  reproduced  com¬ 
plete  in  the  A.N.S.  bibliography.  • 

Therefore  it  will  be  easy  (and  less  expensive)  to  order 
the  cards  by  first  looking  up  the  entry  in  the  A.N.S.  biblio¬ 
graphy  and  recording  the  CARD  NUMBER. 

I  have  enclosed  a  sample  card  and  a  yellow  order  form. 
The  Card  Number  is  at  the  lower  right  (and  not  to  be  confused 
with  all  the  other  numbers  at  the  bottom) .  To  order  a  card 
just  enter  the  card  number  and  author’s  last  name  on  the 
yellow  forms  (supplied  by  the  L  of  C). 

The  cost,  I  believe,  is  8c  for  the  first  card,  0c  for 
each  identical  card  thereafter.  (You  can  order  by  formula, 
as  one  for  each  author,  title,  subject.)  Write  to  the  Card 
Division,  Library  of  Congress,  Wash.  20,  D.C.  for  more  info. 
They  supply  a  Handbook  which  gives  all  this  info. 


As  for  the  books  I  sent  recently,  here  are  the  prices: 


Compartee.  # Catalogue  of  Coins,  Tokens,  and  Medals* 

This  is  the  1914  (and  best)  edition . .  •  |15>.00 

The  Numismatist*  1903.  Incomplete.  .  * .  8*00 

Watson.  History  of  American  doinage.  1899.  .....  «  7.50 

Smyth  on  Dollars.  (If  this  is  of- no  value  to  you 

please  return)  . . 2.00 

TOTAL  432.50 


1*11  trade  these  for  your  duplicate  copy  of  The  Stcry 
of  the  American  Banknote  Company  and  the  cash  d  iff  erenc  e. 

Set  your  price  on  the  later  and  send  at  your  convenience. 

In  regard  to  the  other  books  on  your  want  list,  I  can 
lend  you  most  all  these.  (I  find  I  don’t  have  the  1850  edition 
of  Eckfeldt  &  Du  Bois  New  V^rieties^  But  I  have  all  the  rest. 
You  are  welcome  to  use  these,  but  I  prefer  not  to  sell. 


Very  best  personal  regards. 

Cordially  yours, 


U 


BY  APPOINTMENT 
TO  HER  MAJESTY  THE  OUEEN 
MEDALLISTS 


SPINK  &  SON,  LTD. 

5,6  &  7,  KING  STREET, 

ST.  JAMES’S, 

LONDON,  S.W.l. 

Established  1772. 


directors: 

D.  F.  SPINK. 
P.  J.  SPINK. 


Telephone: 
WHITEHALL  5275  (sLines) 
cables: 


dfs/dc 


11th  September  1962 


Mr.  E.P.  Newman, 

400  Washington  Avenue, 
St.  Louis  2, 

Missouri , 

U.3.A. 


Dear  Mr.  Newman, 

I  thank:  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  the  5th  September 
which  was  awaiting  me  when  I  arrived  at  the  office  this  morning, 
my  first  day  back  after  nearly  six  weeks. 

First  of  all,  let  me  say  how  pleased  I  am  to  hear  from  you 
personally j as  I  do  not  think  we  have  met  and  you  were  not  in 
Detroit  when  I  met  your  colleague  Kenneth  Bressett,  I  am 
truly  sorry,  however,  that  my  discovery  was  not  made  public  in 
time  for  it  to  be  incorporated  in  your  new  book  though, 
naturally,  I  am  pleased  to  think  that  it  was  just  in  time  to 
enable  you  at  least  to  include  some  details  in  it.  Frankly, 

I  think  I  had  heard  rumours  of  your  publication  but  I  somehow 
had  the  impression  it  was  just  a  book  on  United  States  dollars 
and  not  a  book  devoted  entirely  to  the  1804  dollar.  However, 
Kenneth  told  me  he  had  been  able  to  stop  the  presses  in  time 
so  I  hope  the  financial  loss  will  not  be  too  great.  He  very 
kindly  gave  me  one  of  the  few  advance  copies  he  had  already 
received  of  the  book;which  I  read  on  the  journey  back  to  England 
at  the  end  of  the  Convention  with  the  greatest  interest.  Indeed, 
I  would  like  to  congratulate  you  most  warmly  on  th<as  magnificent 
production, which  covers  this  intensely  interesting  subject  just 
about  as  fully  as  anyone  could  possibly  do  it  ,and  it  is  so  well 
produced  and  illustrated, that  it  will  surely  rank  as  a  master¬ 
piece  of  scholarly  research. 

As  Kenneth  will  have  told  you,  I  had  to  return  home 


.../. 


September  13,  1962 


Mr,  John  Ford,  Jr, 

176  Hendrickson  Avenue 
Rockville  Centre 
Long  Island,  New  York 

Dear  John: 

One  of  the  worst  things  you  can  do  is  to  have  to 
rewrite  a  portion  of  another  man’s  book  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  Taxay  should  do  his  own  rewrite  based  upon 
the  Spink  talk  which  you  sent  him  and  based  upon 
the  changed  information  in  our  book.  If  he  makes 
the  changes  before  seeing  our  book  he  will  be  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  dark  and  stultifying  himself,  This  is 
an  unfortunate  situation  to  arise  as  far  as  he  is 
concerned  but  think  of  what  the  Spink  find  did  to  me, 

I  have  no  page  proofs  of  the.  final  edition  and  will 
not  have  any.  The  only  set  I  had  was  sent  back  to 
Whitman  and  the  book  will  be  out  some  time  during 
September,  I  think  you  should  send  Don  one  to  India 
as  I  will  probably  be  on  vacation  when  it  comes  out, 

I  admire  Don  and  his  ability  but  I  had  told  him  that 
although  he  can. submit  his  revisions  to  me  there 
are  certain  things  which  I  would  want  him  to  do 
which  he  probably  would  not  do  and  there  are  other 
elements  where  I  would  be  immodest  if  I  had  to  go 
over  them, 

I  dohave  one  particular  fact  which  will  not  be  in 
the  book  which  he  can  make  hay  with.  The  l80li 
proof  eagles  weigh  270^-  grains,  which  conforms  to 
the  standard  of  1801*  and  not  to  the  standard  of 
the  June  28,  193U  Act.  This  makes  this  eagle  an 
illegal  eagle,  as  the  weight  under  the  18 3h  Act 
is  specifically  provided. 


-  2  - 


Hr .  E.P.  Newman 


11th  September  1962 


immediately  after  the  Convention  on  Saturday,  to  catch  up  with 
the  family  who  were  already  on  holiday  and  it  was  a  few  days 
before  I  could  arrange  for  further  photographs  of  the  coins 
to  be  sent  to  him, or  to  let  him  have  a  few  comments  of  my  own 
which  I  did  in  a  letter  dated  the  31st  August, 

I  shall  certainly  look  forward  to  meeting  you  next  month 
and  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  will  make  every  endeavour 
to  have  the  coins  available  for  you  to  see, as  I  have  more  or  less 
already  arranged  to  have  them  here  in  my  possession  for  the  time 
being.  Naturally,  I  am  interested  in  your  comments  at  the  end 
of  your  letter  when  you  say  the  1804  dollar  was  not  struck 
on  a  steam  press  but  with  the  collar  mechanism  which  w  as  being 
developed  for  the  new  presses.  I  am  not  sure  if  this  was 
explained  in  the  book,  which  I  read  rather  rapidly,  but  I  got 
the  impression  that  the  1804  dollars  were  considered  to  have 
been  struck  on  a  steam  press  in  1836  or  shortly  afterwards,  and 
could  not  have  been  struck  in  any  other  way. 

With  very  kind  regards, 


-2- 

Mr.  John  J.Ford,  Jr 


September  13,  1962 


I  also  have  told  Don  that  his  citations  are  miss¬ 
ing  in  many  instances  and  that  this  defect  would 
hurt  the  book. 

You  have  no  time  to  do  all  the  polishing  and  re¬ 
writing  and  regardless  how  much  you  would  like  to 
do  it  I  think  it  is  a  mistake. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


September  13,  1962 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  MoundAvenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

Please  be  kind  enough  to  send  the  six  dozen  of  the 
new  edition  to  my  office  as  *  will  have  them  dis¬ 
tributed  to  relatives  and  what-have-you  while  I  am 
out  of  town. 

In  addition  to  the  list  of  those  to  whom  copies 
should  be  mailed,  I  would  like  to  add  the  following: 

Bon  faxay,  C/o  New  Netherlands  C0in  Company 

1  Vest  l*7th  street,  New  fork  36,  New  fork 

(Perhaps  you  should  mail  the  one  for  Ford,  the  one 
for  Worciser  and  the  one  for  Taxay  in  one  package 
with  a  name  on  each). 

Please  also  send  one  to: 

Andrew  Newman 
Room  36  Weld  Hall 
Harvard  University 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts  and 

Linda  Newman 
Rockefeller  Hall 
Bryn  Mawr  College 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

A3  to  reviews,  editorials,  and  comments  by  others  as 
to  the  book,  please  keep  an  extra  copy  of  eadh  for  me 

In  connection  with  the  advertising  of  the  book,  I 
believe  it  is  somewhat  inaccurate  to  say  that  the 
authors  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  come  to  conclusions 
and  this  might  be  changed. 


Page  2 


September  13,  1962 


Mr.Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 


I  would  certainly  like  to  go  to  Muscat,  myself,  but 
unfortunately  people  of  my  religion  are  not  permitted 
by  the  government  to  go  there* 

I  will  try  to  see  Spink  inLondon  and  take  a  look  at 
the  beloved  coins* 

^on*t  volunteer  the  fact  that  I  am  out  of  town  as  I 
will  be  back  before  you  know  it* 

Kindest  regards. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.HEWMAH 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Reference  Department 

Manuscript  Division  September  13,  1962 


Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  enquiry  of  September  4. 

An  examination  of  the  Andrew  Jackson  Papers  dated 
between  October  8  and  November  11,  1834,  bas  failed  to 
discover  any  communication  between  President  Jackson  and  the 
Department  of  State  concerning  a  gift  of  coins  to  be  sent 
to  the  King  of  Siam  and  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 

Faithfully  yours, 

c yn&w* 

David  C.  Mearns 

Chief 

Manuscript  Division 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
President 

Numismatic  Education  Society 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 


9/12/62 


Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

*  . 

'  > 

This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  recent  inquiry 
and  to  assure  you  that  an  answer  will  be  forthcoming  as  soon 
as  possible.  Faithfully  yours f 


David  C.  Mearns 


Chief 

Manuscript  Division 


(0122-23—6/56) 


SPO 


G8A  Form  148 
November  1956 

General  Services  Administration 

Date  of  Communication:  S'  £  ^  ~  ^  ^ 

Subject:  Microfilm  Order 

Receipt  of  your  above-dated  communication  is  acknowledged.  You  will 
receive  an  answer  as  promptly  as  possible. 

A  prompt  reply  to  our  communication  of  above  date  will  be  appreciated. 

Material  requested  is  out  of  stock.  If  the  number  of  requests  is  sufficient 
to  permit  a  rerun,  copy  will  be  sent. 

Your  communication  of  the  above  date  has  been  referred  for  reply  to 

[X]  Your  order  is  scheduled  for  mailing  in  about  •  weeks 
from  the  date  of  this  card. 


September  !i,  1962 


Manuscript  Division 
Library  of  Congress 
Washington  25*  b.C. 

Gentlemen  : 

Mr.  James  B. Rhoads,  of  the  National  Archives,  has  re¬ 
ferred  me  to  you  in  connection  with  the  possible  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  letter  or  directive  from  President  Andrew 
Jackson  to  the  State  Department.  The  communication  would 
have  been  written  between  October  8,  183U  and  November 
11,  I83U.  The  basis  for  the  possible  existence  of  this 
domraunication  is  a  letter  dated  November  11,  I83U  from 
Secretary  of  State, John  Forsyth, to  Samuel  Moore,  Director 
of  the  Mint,  in  which  Forsyth  states: 

"The  President  has  directed  that  a  complete 
sot  of  coins  of  the  United  States  be  sent  to  the 
King  of  Siam  and  the  Sultan  of  Muscat” • 

The  suggestion  that  such  e  set  of  coins  be  sent  arose  on 
October  8,  1831}  in  the  State  Department* 

Would  you,  therefore,  be  kind  enough  to  check  in  the 
Papers  of  Andrew  Jackson  to  determine  whether  bis  communi¬ 
cation  was  a  written  one.  I  will  very  much  appreciate 
your  cooperation. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Eric  P.Newman,  President 


EPN/atb 


August  27,  1962 


Mr.James  B. Rhoads,  Chief 
Diplomatic,  Legal, and  Fiscal  Branch 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service 
Washington  25,  L.  C. 


Res  NCRD 


Dear  Hr.  Rhoads: 

Thank  you,  very  much,  for  your  prompt  cooperation  with 
my  request  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  dated  March  31, 

I83U  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  (-domestic  Letters,  Vol.  27,  page  2810* 

The  printer  is  already  setting  the  type,  including  the 
letter  in  my  forthcoming  book  and  I  am  sincerely  grate¬ 
ful  for  your  promptness  as  I  know  you  hove  an  enormous 
amount  of  requests. 

I  had  sent  an  incorapleted  check  to  cover  tnis  item 
and  received  a  postal  card  that  the  microfilmed  item 
would  be  received  in  four  weeks.  Perhaps  the  check 
has  gone  along  with  the  order  as  it  would  be  handled 
in  the  normal  course.  Would  you  be  nice  enough  to 
cancel  the  microfilm  order  and  use  the  check  for  the 
cost  of  your  emergency  order. 

In  a  letter  dated  November  11,  l83ii  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  John  Forsyth,  to  the  -director  of  the  Mint, 
it  states,  "The  President  has  directed  that  a  complete 
set  of  coins  of  the  United  States  be  sent  to  the  King 
of  Siam".  I  must  determine  whether  that  direction  of 
the  President  was  in  writing.  If  it  was  in  writing  it 
would  be  from  President  Andrew  Jackson  dated  between 
October  8,  183U  and  November  11,  183U.  Did  Andrew 
Jackson  write  such  a  letter,  directive,  or  order? 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  cooperation. 

Sincerely  yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


September  10,  1<?62 


Mr*  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

I  would  like  to  have  six  more  copies  of  the 
original  ”booboo"  printings  of  "The  Fantastic”  • 

Please  endorse  each  one  of  these  copies  with 
the  words  "bound  page  proofs  in  need  of 
correction”  and  sign  your  name. 

It  is  ridiculous  for  this  to  become  a  col¬ 
lector^  item  but  I  suspect  it  might  be* 

It  nay  be  the  state  of  knowledge  prior  to 
the  disclosure  of  the  Siam  situation* 

If  you  want  to  send  any  message  to  me  while 
I  am  out  of  the  country,  please  write  my 
office  and  they  will  have  some  idea  where 
to  locate  me. 

Kindest  regards* 


Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


August  27,  1962 


Mr.James  B. Rhoads,  Chief 
Diplomatic,  Legal, and  Fiscal  Branch 
National  Archives  and  Records  Service 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Res  NCRD 


Dear  Hr.  Rhoads s 

Thank  you,  very  much,  for  your  prompt  cooperation  with 
my  request  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  dated  March  31, 

183k  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  (Domestic  Letters,  Vol.  27,  page  2810 . 

The  printer  is  already  setting  the  type,  including  the 
letter  in  my  forthcoming  book  and  I  am  sincerely  grate¬ 
ful  for  your  promptness  as  I  know  you  have  an  enormous 
amount  of  requests. 

I  had  sent  an  incorapleted  check  to  cover  tnis  item 
and  received  a  postal  card  that  the  microfilmed  item 
would  be  received  in  four  weeks.  Perhaps  the  check 
has  gone  along  with  the  order  as  it  would  be  handled 
in  the  normal  course.  Would  you  be  nice  enough  to 
cancel  the  microfilm  order  and  use  the  check  for  the 
cost  of  your  emergency  order. 

In  a  letter  dated  November  11,  I83U  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  John  Forsyth,  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
it  states,  nThe  President  has  directed  that  a  complete 
set  of  coins  of  the  United  States  be  sent  to  the  King 
of  Siam”.  I  must  determine  whether  that  direction  of 
the  President  v.as  in  writing.  If  it  was  in  writing  it 
would  be  from  President  Andrew  Jackson  dated  between 
October  8,  I83U  and  November  11,  I83U.  Did  Andrew 
Jackson  write  such  a  letter,  directive,  or  order? 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  cooperation. 

Sincerely  yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


GENERAL  SERVICES  ADMINISTRATION 


AIR  MAIL 


National  Archives  and  Records  Service 


Washington  25,  D.C. 
August  22,  1962 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO:  NCRD 


Mr .  Eric  P .  Newman 


Edison  Brothers  Stores  Inc . 

400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

Enclosed  is  an  electrostatic  copy  of  the  letter  that  you  requested 
(Domestic  Letters,  Volume  27,  page  284) .  In  this  instance,  "because 
of  the  urgency  of  your  request,  we  are  forwarding  it  to  you  without 
prior  payment.  The  cost  of  reproducing  this  document  is  50  cents. 
Remittance  should  he  made  to  the  National  Archives  and  Records 
Service  by  check  or  postal  money  order  payable  to  the  General 
Services  Administration  (NCRD) . 


Sincere-1 


James  B.  Rhoads,  Chief 
Diplomatic,  Legal,  and  Fiscal  Branch 


Enclosure  -  1 


JUdson  2-5955 


(Enin  C&alUmB 

Dealers  and  Appraisers 

Hotel  Salisbury  —  Second  Floor 
123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y 


September  i ",  1962 


Mr.  Eric  F.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 


Fear  Mr.  Newman: 


The  Stack  1804  Eagle  has  beer,  weighed  and  the  results 
Ken  Bressett.  Shortly  after  talking  to  you  I  received 
Ken  in  which  he  explained  why  the  weight  of  the  Eagle 
to  him.  It  was  immediately  apparent  that  the  coin  in 
well  serve  your  purposes,  as  he  later  confirmed. 


telegraphed  t> 
a  letter  from 
would  be  useful 
New  York  might 


I  have  just  been  subjected  to  a  curious  inquiry  accompanied  by  a 
barrage  of  comment  concerning  the  Spink  1804  Dollar.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  your  name  was  mentioned  it  seems  most  appropriate  that  the 
matter  be  brought  to  your  attention. 

Last  week  John  J.  Ford  telephoned  me  and  wanted  to  know  why  David 
Spink  had  held  back,  as  he  put  it,  the  information  about  the  discovery 
of  the  Siamese  Set  and  the  Dollar  it  contained.  He  supported  this 
inquiry  by  specific  references  based  on  the  combined  talks  we  gave 
in  Detroit,  which  he  had  just  read.  He  pointed  out  that  the  delay 
had  subjected  you  to  the  extremely  difficult  task  of  revising  a 
publication  after  it  was  already  in  print.  The  rest  of  his  remarks 
need  not  be  summarized. 


You  may  well  imagine  that  this  ques+.  ion  wns  ~h'  '-'rise  of  considerable 
surprise,  particularly  in  view  of  the  way  and  tne  manner  in  which  it 
was  presented.  While  I  did  my  best  to  provide  an  answer,  insofar  as 
I  was  able  to  do  so,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  I  should  have  made  the  attempt. 

It  nas  always  been  my  custom  not  to  meddle  in  affairs  that  do  not  concern 
me.  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  sure  David  Spink  disclosed  the  existence  of 
the  set  as  soon  as  he,  and  the  owners,  felt  the  informal  ion  could  be  made 
public.  If  the  existence  of  the  Set  was  not  brought  to  your  own  attention 
earlier,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  must  have  been  overriding  circumstances 
concerning  which  no  one  has  been  informed.  If  the  information  could  have 
been  given  out  sooner,  I  am  sure  it  would  have. 


United  States,  Ancient  and  Foreign  Coins 


In  closing,  let  me  say  frankly,  that  I  would  not  bother  to  menti  U  Is 
matter  to  you  under  normal  circumstances.  But  in  view  of  '  •  way 
was  brought  to  my  attention,  and  the  implications  so  lavish;.,  projected 
by  the  inquirer,  I  feel  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  clear  the  air  at  once. 
I  think  that  you  are  already  aware  that  both  Mr.  Spink  and  myself  have 
the  highest  regard  for  the  work  you  have  done  and  are  more  than  happy 
to  do  anything  in  our  power  to  extend  what  help  we  can. 


Sincerely  yours 


James  C.  Risk 


Copy  sent  to  Ken  Bressett 


JCR/hk 


JUdson  2-5955^ 


\ 

V 

Coin  (Salbma 

Dealers  and  Appraisers 

Hotel  Salisbury  —  Second  Floor 
123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


September  17,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 


Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

The  Stack  1804  Eagle  has  been  weighed  and  the  results  telegraphed  to 
Ken  Bressett.  Shortly  after  talking  to  you  I  received  a  letter  from 
Ken  in  which  he  explained  why  the  weight  of  the  Eagle  would  be  useful 
to  him.  It  was  immediately  apparent  that  the  coin  in  New  York  might 
well  serve  your  purposes,  as  he  later  confirmed. 

I  have  just  been  subjected  to  a  curious  inquiry  accompanied  by  a 
barrage  of  comment  concerning  the  Spink  1804  Dollar.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  your  name  was  mentioned  it  seems  most  appropriate  that  the 
matter  be  brought  to  your  attention. 

Last  week  John  J.  Ford  telephoned  me  and  wanted  to  know  why  David 
Spink  had  held  back,  as  he  put  it,  the  information  about  the  discovery 
of  the  Siamese  Set  and  the  Dollar  it  contained.  He  supported  this 
inquiry  by  specific  references  based  on  the  combined  talks  we  gave 
in  Detroit,  which  he  had  just  read.  He  pointed  out  that  the  delay 
had  subjected  you  to  the  extremely  difficult  task  of  revising  a 
publication  after  it  was  already  in  print.  The  rest  of  his  remarks 
need  not  be  summarized. 

You  may  well  imagine  that  this  question  was  the  cause  of  considerable 
surprise,  particularly  in  view  of  the  way  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  presented.  While  I  did  my  best  to  provide  an  answer,  insofar  as 
I  was  able  to  do  so,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  I  should  have  made  the  attempt. 

It  has  always  been  my  custom  not  to  meddle  in  affairs  that  do  not  concern 
me.  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  sure  David  Spink  disclosed  the  existence  of 
the  set  as  soon  as  he,  and  the  owners,  felt  the  information  could  be  made 
public.  If  the  existence  of  the  Set  was  not  brought  to  your  own  attention 
earlier,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  must  have  been  overriding  circumstances 
concerning  which  no  one  has  been  informed.  If  the  information  could  have 
been  given  out  sooner,  I  am  sure  it  would  have. 


United  States,  Ancient  and  Foreign  Coins 


In  closing,  let  me  say  frankly,  that  I  would  not  bother  to  mention  this 
matter  to  you  under  normal  circumstances.  But  in  view  of  the  way  it 
was  brought  to  my  attention,  and  the  implications  so  lavishly  projected 
by  the  inquirer,  I  feel  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  clear  the  air  at  once. 
I  think  that  you  are  already  aware  that  both  Mr.  Spink  and  myself  have 
the  highest  regard  for  the  work  you  have  done  and  are  more  than  happy 
to  do  anything  in  our  power  to  extend  what  help  we  can. 


Sincerely  yours 


James  C.  Risk 


Copy  sent  to  Ken  Bressett 


JCR/hk 


ANA 


MANA 


WNS 


WALTER  THOMPSON 


NUMISMATIC  RESEARCH 


7600  MORGAN  STREET 
ALEXANDRIA.  VIRGINIA 


Sept.  22,  1962 


Dear  Erics 

Enclosed  please  find  copies  of  two  letters  you  might 
be  able  to  use  un  your  book  on  the  1804  dollar. 

Perhaps  you  are  aware  of  it  but  I  have  gone  through  the 
records  up  to  1883  and  in  but  very  few  incidents  has  the 
Mint  anwered  any  inquiries  about  the  1804  Dollar.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  general  policy  to  ignore  these  requests.  The  only 
period  I  can  recall  when  they  were  answered  was  during  the 
Directorship  of  Jame3  Ross  Snowden. 


Good  hunting 


Post  Office 


Os  kla  nd , 

Peb. 


Alamedo  Co.  California 
28,  1879 


Cashier  TJ.S.  Mint 
Phila  • ,  Pa  • 


Dear  Sir  :  A  friend  of  mine  has  a  silver  dollar  of  1804 
in  excellant  condition,  which  he  will  sell  for  a  good  consideration, 
he  has  heard  of  their  scarcity  and  the  high  value  placed  on  them. 

If  you  know  of  anyone  wanting  such  a  coin,  or  hear  of  anyone 
wishing  to  purchase  such  a  coin,  will  you  please  be  kind  enough 
to  give  them  my  address. 


P.  W.  Cushing 
x&xx*  A  ss’t  postmaster 


Eagle  Hotel 


A.  F.  Seigrest 


Pebanon,  Pa.  May  16,  1879 


Cok.  A.  Loudon  Snowden: 

Sir:  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  how  many  Silver 
Dollars  were  coined  in  the  mint  during  the  year  1304  and  what 
it  is  worth.  I  meet  you  at  Atlantic  City  the  General  wished 
me  to  ask  you 


Daniel  Parker 


Agent  Gen  Tom  Thumb 

P.S.  you  will  confer  a  favor  by  answering 


Note:  Tom  Thumb  was  a  midget  who  hea  crfl  troupe  of  midgets 
that  toured  the  country. 


September  28,  1962 


Dear  Hr.  ^ressett, 

Mr.  Newman  has  asked  me  to 
write  you  this  note  to  request 
that  two  copies  of  "The  Fantastic” 
be  senT”to  theAmerican  Numismatic 
Society,  as  they  requested  them. 

Will  you  please  take  care  of  this. 

Thanks • 


Mrs.  Ann  Barrett 
Secretary  to  Mr  .Newman 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  NEMAN 
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1220  MOUND  AVENUE  •  RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


Mr.  Edvard  B.  Barnsley 

_ _i_  Sc-.-u o  0ace  S  oreev> 

Neutovn,  Pennsylvania 


Dear  Mi 


_/ dj,  ^  • 


Under  s 

operate  cover  I  82 

i  happy  to 

he  sending  you  a 

copy  of 

ny  new 'book,  THE 

7?  A  TOTH  A  Q  mf  H 
ri U\  Irnl  v^. 

1804  DOLLAR. 

Pl> 

this  vi 

th  ray  best  wishes 

as  an  add! 

*{*•  •?  or  *•  /w  *)  y* 

.  ~ v’d>Ui. 

■miTYv 

JkxwXAtl. 

»+•? 


•  -  A.-/*0  -yv-T  r 

—  --  U^.  O-j-  /  , 


i  hope  that  you  i-ri.ll  enjoy  the  hook  a  fraction  as  much  as 


enjoyed 


working  on  it. 


Kindest  personal  regards. 


si  ,fir*py,(a  i  ir 


MU  LIS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


BrCSSett 

Editor 


IlCT^IS  G/l  — ;  i, 
Tvs  rrr- d  -^rn p  t  -7  o 


KS3: jam 


NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DETROIT 
DETROIT  32,  MICHIGAN 


RCA*  AOMIRAi  a  N.  OOOSOtL  U  1  N.HEI) 
01RCCT0N  or  THE  MONEY  MUSCUM 


October  3>  1962 


M  .  Kenneth  E.  Brest 
Whi  taan  Publishing  t 
1220  Mound  Avenue 


Racine ,  Wisconsin 
Dear  Ken: 

I  am  certainly  pleased  to  have  an  autographed 
copy  of  your  new  publication,  THE  FANTASTIu  1&04  DOLLAR. 
Jus*.,  glancing  through  it,  I  can  realize  how  thorough 
and  scholarly  a  Job  has  gene  into  this  work.,  1  know 
that  I  will  enjoy  reading  it.  Undoubtedly,  it  will 
be  the  standard  publication  on  this  particular  coin 
for  generations  to  cone. 

To  you  my  thanks  and  ay  enthusiastic  congratulations. 


Cordially, 


0.  H.  Dodson 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
UNITED  STATES  NATIONAL  MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON  25.  O  C 


October  3,  1962 


Mr.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 

_ .  ■  >  ._ _ in 


Dear  Mr.  Bressett: 

We  received  the  two  copies  of  The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar. 

Congratulations  are  certainly  in  order  for  this  beautifully 
pres err  "d  study,  especially  for  the  way  you  handled  the  last 
mi  /it.e  additions  communicated  by  Mr.  Spink  only  in  August  I  I 
believe  that  this  is  a  record  acc<*pli8hjae.rt  of  your  company. 


With  best  regards. 


Sincerely  yours. 


OFFICE  OF  i  nc  aurtjua«iTOU'i  i 
UNITED  STATES  MINT 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 


UNITED  STATES  MINT  SERVICE 
Philadelphia  30.  Pa. 


October  4>  19&2 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman,  Secretary 
Edison  Brothers  Stores  Inc. 

400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

You  and  Mr.  Bressett  are  to  be  congratulated  on  your  book 
about  the  1804  dollar.  It  is  most  absorbing.  The  subject  is 
treated  in  a  clear,  comprehensive  manner  lending  convincing 
weight  to  your  conclusions. 

The  illustrations  are  also  excellent;  in  fact  the  entire 
presentation  is  extremely  well  done  and  I  am  very  glad  to  have 
a  copy;  also  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  mention  you  gave  me 
in  the  Preface.  This  was  thoughtful  of  you. 

The  book  is  being  sent  to  you  with  this  in  the  hope  that 
you  will  autograph  it  for  me. 

Thanks  again  and  best  wishes. 


Samuel  William  Wolfsox 
Universal  Marion  Buildino 
Jacksonville  2,  Florida 


M'*ers.  Kt  a.  Bresgett  and  Er„-.  P.  Newman  , 

Whtt man  Publishing  Company 

Ra -ine,  Wisconsin 

1  c  fi  :sh  readir  .  your  book,  THE  FANTASTIC 
1804  DOLtLAR,  «  J  *■  you  to  kno*  <;ha  2  horoughly 

1  genuinely  appreciate  your  sending  me  this  autographed 
book  and  a  hall  cherish  lt„ 


Sincerely  yours. 


Samuel  W,  WoJison 


GLENN  B.  SMEDLEY  Ootob*~  «*> 


253  WASHINGTON  BLVO-.  OAK  PARK.  ILL. 


Dear  Kan* 

The  mystery  is  solved  -  if  there  was  any  to  befeln 
with.  Thy  Fantastic  1804  Dollar  came  today,  with  a 
post  mark  of  Oot.  2.  So  we  can't  oritioise  the  Oak  Park 
Poet  Office  too  much  this  time. 

I've  given  it  only  a  hurried  look  so  far  tut  have 
no  douht  of  its  worth  as  a  contribution  to  the  field  of 
nuaismetio  literature.  Will  give  it  more  oareful 
attention  and  plan  to  get  a  review  in  the  December  issue 
of  The  numismatist. 

Brad  tells  me  that  we  are  to  have  a  visit  from 
the  noted  sculptor  Paul  Vinose  and  his  wife  at  the 
October  10  meeting  of  CCC.  It  is  Brad's  intention  to 
h T\na  ±>1*111  tin  to  th*  nrAHMAtlnff  dinner  at  Harding's, 


Were  you  here  when  CCC  had  a  show  and  dinner  at 
the  lobster  Hotel  just  west  of  Lin 00 In  Park  in  1959? 
Anyway,  I'm  quite  sure  that  was  the  time  Paul  and  his 
wife  were  here  and  attended  our  affair.  In  oase  you 
are  hazy  about  him,  he  is  a  Hungarian  who  settled  in 
England  in  1938  and  has  made  quite  a  name  for  himself 
in  the  me  da  11  lo  field.  We  remember  them  as  very  0  on- 
genie  1  people  that  you  enjoy  visiting. 


Sincerely, 


HA  8-0200 


QUEENSBOROUGH  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

THE  CITY  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK 

Springfield  Boulevard  and  Long  Island  Expressway 
Bayside  64,  New  York 


QUEENSBOROUGH  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

THE  CITY  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK 

Springfield  Boulevard  and  Long  Island  Expressway 
Bayside  64,  New  York 


i 


/'I  -.4-  rr  -)  Q«p 
\J  O  I  'w.’A/ 


"hitman  Publishing  Company 
1210  ho  unci  Avenue 
Racine,  hi s  c  on  si n 

Attention:  hr.  Kenneth  r.»  Bressott 

Dear  Ken: 

The  Advance  Copy  you  sent  ms  of  "The  Fantastic  18Q4  Dollar “ 
is  groatDy  appreciated*  My  sincere  thanks  to  you  for  .t. 

In  addition,  to  being  "fantastic",  I  also  find  it  alnoao 
incredible  to  -- 

*  Receive  the  book  September  27 

“  bote  tliat  it  was  autographed  bp  one  of  tho  authors  Sept  24 

*  Find  a  valid  reference  citation  on  page  66  to  a  publication 

dated  be o to mb or  5  --  of  the  inonth  of  tic  rame  yoori 

“*■  r? 

Boy!  that  a  will  time  you  folks  must  have  had! 

.  vjhon  1  reviewed  tho  material  (some  of  it)  earlier-,  1  hadn’t 
yot  seen  the  halftones,  the  binding,  or  tho  index,  All  are 
superb  —  particule/ply  the  index.  -3enerations  yot  vill 

thank  you  for  doing  a  good  Job  on  the  index. 


as  typographical,  errors  vre  coacemod; 


I’m  a  perfectionist-  as  far 
this  publication  is  remarkably  free  of  them  —  i  -^uiy  eau  ono: 

On  page  31  and  in  tho  index,  it  should  bo Drozif 
rather  than  "T-I.  P.  D.ro  z , " 

This  is  a  picky  To  tail,  alt  ho  ho  is  one  of  my  favorite  si  ejects 
for  numismatic  study* 


You  august  that  I  may  wi  ah  to  c  huge  ny  review  aomctivoat  after 
.Looking  at  the  final  results."’  ho  changes  of 'consequence  arc 
needed,  beyond  what  I  agreed  to  on  August  4*  If  you  vaish,  the 
following  changes  may  be  an  do: 

1)  Final  sentence  of  lead  paragraph  changed  to:  "Vinyl- coated 
board  cover,  144  pp,  incl .  Indox  of  Names  and  49  listed  illustrations* 

2)  In  2nd  paragraph,  change  "49  people"  to  "to  people. 

3)  Add  sentence  to  2nd  paragraph:  "The  printing,  the  cover, 
tne  illustrations,  the  index:  all  are  superbly  done.'* 

4)  In  paragraph  5,  after  "frustrating  subject/’,  insert: 


f,'i’hG  most  recent  references  cited  are  to  material  datod  in 
August  and  Sop  tomb  or  of  the  present  year  (page  66),  rolativo 
to  David  D.  Spink’s  disclosure  of  a  herotoforo  unknown  specimen 
oedigrood  to  an  1834  nroof  cot  nresentod  to  the  King  of  Siam  in 
1836. « 

5)  Start  now  paragraph  beginning:  ”  'hile  a  few  facets.  •  •  ” 

6)  The  last  paragraph  as  previously  agreed  to  roads: 

nAll  but  the  most  utterly  irreconcilable  will  bo  firmly  convinced 
by  the  authors*  conclusions.  The  United  State  s  si  Ivor  dollar 
dated  1804  still  is  the  "King  of  American  coins;"  throu&iout 
history,  few  kings  acted  less  kingly  because  they  7;ero  illegitimate 
or  usurpers.” 


7)  In  noxt-to-last  paragraph,  add  to  end  of  conclusion  23  (to 
agree  with  text  as  printed:) 

•  .is  an  imposter,  but  uaa  made  for  a  kina.  ” 


If  I*m  too  late  (or  there  is  insufficient  space)  to  get  the 
above  changes  made,  no  harm  is  done. 


ruly  yours. 


CC 

Eric  P.  Newman 


Raymond  H.  Willi  an  3on 


THE  CHASE  MANHATTAN  BANK 


Museum  of  Moneys  of  the  World 

RCA  Building,  Rockefeller  Center 

1254  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York  20,  N.Y. 

October  9,  1962 

Mr.  Ken  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Moun  t  Avenue 
Racine,  'Wisconsin 

It  was  veiy  thoughtful  of  you  to  Bend  me 
an  autographed  copy  of  the  book,  THE  FANTASTIC 
1804  DOLbAR,  by  you  and  Eric  Newman.  I  have 
thoroughly  enjoyed  reading  it. 

You  and  Eric  are  to  be  complimented  on  presenting 
the  facts  pertuiidng  to  this  controversial  subject 
in  ..uch  an  enlightening  manner.  While  all  facets 
have  been  covered,  I  dare  say  that  collector*  will 
continue  to  discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  this  coin 
for  generations  to  come. 

Your  treatment  of  the  1804  Dollar  in  the  Chat®  ?dan- 
hatten  Bank  Money  Museum  wes  done  very  well,  and  I 
learned  some  details  concerning  it  which  were  not 
clear  to  me  previously. 

"any  thanks  for  your  kindness,  and  I  appreciate 
having  tills  book  for  my  library^ 

Sincerely  yours, 

Vernon  D.  Browr. 

Curator 


(Enin  (kalUrtee 

Hotel  Salisb 

123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  M  Y. 


Mr.  K  rr.eth  E.  Bressett 
Wk  1  *  -■  i  t  L  i  ah;:  o  Cc  xpany 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine  Wisconsin 

Dear  Kens 

Fantastic  1804  Dollar* »  I  read  it  with  great  pleasui  and 
amuse  iron  t,  with  particular  reference  to  the  changes,  I  r  ust 
congratulate "you  and  Eric  Newman  again  for  having  produced 
what  I  fe^l  is  thr  best  book  on  U.S.  Numismatics  that  has 
so  far  appeared.  The  book  is  a  perfect  combination  cf  tech¬ 
nical  acts  and  historical  background. 

The  one  point  that  interested  re  most  was  your  identif icatic 
of  the  Watters  Specimen  with  that  c  the  imam  f  Muscat.  F ; 

now  only  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  sets  presumably  given 

3 

to  me  at  the  time  that  it  might  be  worth  wh  le  -no  ping  ab<  j  t 
the  old  palace  of  the  Cochin  Chinese  Emperors  at  Hue  in  the 
hopes  of  finding  an  1804  Dollar!  If  I*d  known  of  the  set  I 

tentative  "the  fa -.til/,  Bac  ja  ,  whe  shiti  hr  evv  .  •  .  * 
having  heard  of  such  a  set.  At  that  time  he  was  still  Chiet 
of  State.  Now  he  lives  in  France  and  isn't  about  to  go  back 
to  th*'  oj  /  of  hi  birth  if  he  can  h*  ip  it.  Another  missed 
chance 


Yours, 


JCR/hk 


James  C.  Risk 


United  Stares,  Ancient  end  Foreign  Coins 


October  10,  19^2 


Now  my  typewriter  is  back,  I  want  to  tell  you  what  I 
think  of  your  book,  "The  Fantastic  1804  dollar*. 

Kao,  I  believe  that  this  book  Cuervos  the  name  of  a 
"classic*'  in  the  numismatic  field.  True,  I  know  that 
it  takes  the  element  of  time  to  create  a  '’classic**  in 
any  field*  but  I  think  I  a®  Just  anticipating  the 
verdict  of  the  years  to  case. 

You  know  I  do  not  collect  the  dollar  series,  but,  even 
so,  I  found  this  book  tremendously  interest 1  y  j 

I  read  it  with  deepest  attention.  There  i  en  astooie  ng 

proved  as  exciting  as  any  mystery  story  I*ve  aver  raadl 

finest  type  nd  a  contribution  to  the  history  of  h.  Uvh  ted 
States  as  well  as  to  numismatics. 

I  am  proud  to  have  tids  book  in  my  collection  j  d  very 

Yes,  it  is  a  "classic**  and  I  will  anticipate  the  verdict 
of  time  on  this. 

My  warmest  congratulations  to  you,  Ken I 


Mel  Roher 


Q.  David  Bowers.  James  F.  Ruddy/Empire  Building/  Johnson  City.  N.  Y/Td  729-6141 


Mr.  Ken  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 


Thank  you  for  your  copy  sent  to  Jim  and  myself  of  your  bock 
or?  the  1804  dollar.  I  have  read  It  from  c  ver  10  ;over 
believe  that  it  Is  one  of  the  finest  numismatic  books  e  rr 
published.  The  illustrations  and  text  are  superb. 

With  best  regards,  I  remain 


QPBjngc 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Members-.  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  IA.P.N.,  A.NA,  A.N.S. 


DRS. CASSIDY.  JUDD,  KLABENES  AND  ALLIBAND 


Ear.  Nos*  and  Tbroai 
Waldron  A  Caaaidy.M  0. 
Frank  JKIab*n*»,  M.D 


1020  MEDICAL  ARTS  BUILDING 

OMAHA.  NEBRASKA 


Lye 

J.Hewitt  Judd.M  D. 


G*or<jeT.  Allibo-'.d.M  D. 


Whitmtti  Fybli»hi*$  Comptai.y 

Hunsiiwrlc  liter«t:ur«,  *ud  thank  you  v*ry  wuob  for  my  copy. 


Your s  v*ry  iulf, 


J .  H»  Ju<M,  H.R 


October  l£ ,  1962 


Mr.  David  B. Spink 

$  King  Street 

London  S.W.  1,  England. 

Dear  Mr.  Spink: 

My  wife  and  I  enjoyed,  meeting  you  and  appreciated  your 
courtesy  to  us  when  we  were  in  London  last  Friday. 

The  lunch  at  your  club  was  most  pleasant  and  we  enjoyed 
having  a  personal  visit  with  you. 

I  am  glad  that  you  were  in  a  position  to  allow  me  the 
opportunity  of  working  on  the  Siam  Presentation  Set, 
although  I  will  admit  that  my  heart  missed  a  beat 
when  the  set  disappeared  into  the  safe  without  either 
of  us  knowing  it.  I  found  everything  exactly  as  it 
should  have  been.  Thank  you  for  the  pictures  and  when 
you  have  another  print  made  of  the  box  cover  please 
send  it. 

It  was  a  pleasure  meeting  Mr.  Liddell  and  working 
with  your  asso  ciates  and.  I  hope  it  leads  to  both  a 
steady  business  and  research  relationship. 

I  believe  they  are  going  to  send  red  some  books.  I 
would  like  very  much  to  borrow  the  Sale  Catalogue  of 
Adolph  Weyl,  of  Berlin,  for  October  13,  1881*  since  I 
believe  you  have  a  complete  set  of  catalogues  of  that 
period,  and  it  is  unavailable  in  the  United  States.  I 
will  return  it  promptly. 

I  lock  forward  to  seeing  you  in  the  future  and  hope 
that  this  is  just  the  beginning  of  many  more  interest¬ 
ing  things. 


Cordially  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 
1*00  Washington  Avenue 
St. Louis  2,  Missouri 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 


October  l£,  1962 


Mr.  David  B. Spink 

5  King  Street 

London  S.W.  1,  England. 

Dear  Mr.  Spink: 

My  wife  and  I  enjoyed  meeting  you  and  appreciated  your 
courtesy  to  us  when  we  were  in  London  last  Friday. 

The  lunch  at  your  club  was  most  pleasant  and  we  enjoyed 
having  a  personal  visit  with  you. 

I  am  glad  that  you  were  in  a  position  to  allow  me  the 
opportunity  of  working  on  the  Siam  Presentation  Set, 
although  I  will  admit  that  my  heart  missed  a  beat 
when  the  set  disappeared  into  the  safe  without  either 
of  us  knowing  it.  I  found  everything  exactly  as  it 
should  have  been.  Thank  you  for  the  pictures  and  when 
you  have  another  print  made  of  the  box  cover  please 
send  it. 

It  was  a  pleasure  meeting  Mr.  Liddell  and  working 
with  your  associates  and.  I  hope  it  leads  to  both  a 
steady  business  and  research  relationship. 

I  believe  they  are  going  to  send  nee  some  books.  I 
would  like  very  much  to  borrow  the  Sale  Catalogue  of 
Adolph  Weyl,  of  Berlin,  for  October  13,  1661*  since  I 
believe  you  have  a  complete  set  of  catalogues  of  that 
period  and  it  is  unavailable  in  the  United  States.  I 
will  return  it  promptly. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  in  the  future  and  hope 
that  this  is  just  the  beginning  of  many  more  interest¬ 
ing  things. 


Cordially  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 
1*00  Washington  Avenue 
St. Louis  2,  Missouri 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 


October  15,  1962 


Mr.James  C.  Risk 
Coin  Galleries 
123  West  57th  Street 
New  York  19,  New  York 

Dear  Mr. Sisk i 

Your  letter  of  September  17,  1962  came  while  I 
was  in  Europe.  On  October  12  I  visited  David  B. 
Spink,  in  London,  and  saw  the  presentation  set  and 
studied  it. 

I  must  admit  that  my  inability  to  learn  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  presentation  set  did  result  in  great 
inconvenience  to  me  and  substantial  additional  work. 

I  even  inquired,  in  writing,  of  the  moderator,  of 
the  nature  of  the  subject  and  was  told  that  it  was 
a  secret. 

However,  since  I  am  not  complaining  and  neither 
Ken  Bressett,  nor  Whitman  Publishing  Company  is 
complaining,  there  is  no  problem. 

You  and  David  B.  Spink  must  have  had  your  reasons 
for  not  disclosing  the  information  prior  to  the  time 
you  did  and,  in  addition,  David  Spink  wrote  me  and 
told  me  that  he  did  not  know  that  our  book  was 
specifically  on  the  180U  Dollar  since  he  assumed 
it  was  on  dollars  in  general.  Coincidence  played 
a  great  part  in  the  release  of  the  book  and  the  re¬ 
lease  of  your  data  on  the  presentation  set  and  I  am 
thankful  that  the  presentation  set  data  was  available 
before  the  book  was  distributed. 

Thank  you  for  your  frankness  and  cooperation. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


October  16,  1962 


Whitman  Publishing  Company 
Racine,  Wisconsin 


Please  send  and  invoice  to 

Aaron  R.  Feldman 

1200  Avenue  of  the  Americas 

New  York  36,  New  York 

3  copies  of  “The  Fantastic". 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  NEMAN 


October  16,  1962 


Mr.  Amon  Carter,  Jr. 

Fort  worth  Star-Telegram 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Dear  Mr.  Carter: 

Now  that  the  book  on  the  1801}  Dollar  is  published, 

I  particularly  want  to  express  to  you  my  thanks 
for  your  full  cooperation  in  sending  me  your  coins 
for  examination.  Without  them  I  could  not  have 
studied  the  detail  with  care  and  patience  and  could 
not  have  produced  the  photographs  which  you  will 
easily  recognize  in  the  book.  You  did  me  a  great 
service  and  I  want  you  to  know  it. 

Please  try  to  cone  to  see  me  whenever  you  pass 
through  St. Louis. 


Cordially, 


Eric  P.  Newman,  President 


EPN/atb 


October  16,  1962 


Mr.  Anon  Carter,  Jr. 

Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Dear  Mr.  Carters 

How  that  the  book  on  the  l80ii  Dollar  is  published, 

I  particularly  want  to  express  to  you  my  thanks 
for  your  full  cooperation  in  sending  me  your  coins 
for  examination.  Without  them  I  could  not  have 
studied  the  detail  with  care  and  patience  and  could 
not  have  produced  the  photographs  which  you  will 
easily  recognize  in  the  book.  You  did  me  a  great 
service  and  I  want  you  to  know  it. 

Please  try  to  come  to  see  ne  whenever  you  pass 
through  St. Louis. 


Cordially, 


Eric  P.  Newman,  President 


EPN/atb 
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October  19,  1962 


Mr.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 

176  Hendrickson  Avenue 
Hooke ville  Centre 
Long  Island,  ^ew  Xork 

Pear  John; 

With  respect  to  the  Taxay  book,  I  have  been  on  vaca¬ 
tion,  and  I  just  had  the  opportunity  to  read  the  manu¬ 
script. 

I  wrote  on  August  8,  1962  and  gave  him  certain  sug¬ 
gestions  which  have  not  yet  been  incorporated.  As  you 
know,  I  made  prior  suggestions  at  various  times,  parti¬ 
cularly  on  July  31,  1962. 

I  have  reread  the  material  and  feel  that  it  requires 
a  great  deal  of  work.  It  definitely  needs  an  index, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  coins  discussed. 

The  illustrations  I  have  never  seen  and  are  very  im¬ 
portant.  The  citations  are  almost  non-existent  and 
this  is  a  very  serious  situation. 

On  page  7 -A  the  closing  of  Machln's  &ills  in  1791  is  a 
figment  of  Walter’s  imagination  and  the  correspondence 
which  Crosby  quotes.  On  the  same  page  he  should  refer 
to  my  Vermont  ^Enigma*  article  and  not  say  that  the 
hub  devices  on  Vermont  coppers  are  identical  to  those 
found  on  British  halfpence  as  it  is  only  on  a  couple 
of  the  British  halfpence  that  they  are  found. 

Correcting  the  I80i*  Dollar  Information  will  require  our 
book  and  I  wonder  whether  you  have  sent  him  the  copy 
which  I  asked  Bressett  to  mail  to  Hew  Netherlands  for 
that  purpose. 

Galley  22  needs  a  lot  of  correction.  Incidentally, 
Vattemare  never  said  anything  about  the  l80li  Dollar 
and  this  is  an  unsupported  conclusion. 


Page  2 

Mr.  John  J.  Ford,  «Ir 


October  19,  1962 


On  22 *A,  no  one  said  that  the  son  who  made  the  re- 
strikes  was  a  son  of  Jacob  keese  Bckfeldt.  Actually 
it  was  not  as  pointed  out  In  our  book*  Walter  was  In 
error  In  *The  Vendetta** 

Page  2li.  The  specific  reference  to  Kenneth  Bressett  is 
not  accurate,  nor  is  the  date  1869* 

The  number  of  restrikes  struck  off  was  at  least  9,  and 
not  7,  as  2  were  destroyed* 

The  fourth  line  from  the  bottom  on  galley  30  has  a  typo¬ 
graphical  error  wteioh  a ay  be  missed* 

On  32,  the  name  is  Vagner*  It  should  also  be  pointed 
out  that  Samuel  Brown  was  an  employe  of  the  Mint  and  I 
gave  Taxay  all  of  the  detail. 

This  book  needs  careful  proofreading  as  there  are  quan¬ 
tities  of  errors* 

I  really  think  this  book  is  loaded  with  interesting 
material  which  has  newer  been  published.  It  needs  to  be 
published  although  some  of  it  is  repetition  of  what 
has  been  published  before  and  I  think  the  section  on 
Jackson  tokens  is  completely  out  of  place.  Beverthele as, 
that  is  up  to  the  writer* 

I  have  insisted  that  he  show  that  the  Bashlow  coins  were 
struck  from  transfer  dies  and  If  that  change  is  not 
made  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  comment  upon  it 
subsequently. 

John,  I  sincerely  do  not  see  how  you  have  the  time  to 
go  over  this  manuscript  and  polish  it.  It  would  be  a 
shame  to  publish  such  fine  material  in  such  an  incomplete 
mariner.  It  deserves  the  careful  finishing  which  will 
make  it  important.  I  feel  that  if  Taxay  cannot  work 
on  it  while  he  is  in  India  it  should  wait  until  he 
returns.  Tou  may  not  agree  with  me  but  it  is  not 
essential  that  it  bo  released  immediately.  Nobne 
else  is  going  to  publish  this  material.  Without  citations 
and  careful  wording  a  reader  might  lose  confidence  in 
one  portion  and  would  therefore  be  unimpressed  with 
other  portions* 


pag*  3 

Hr*  John  J.  Ford,  Jr 


October  19,  1962 


the  introduction  is  extremely  scholarly  but  is  ©ueh 
too  long.  the  definition  portion  should  be  a  sep¬ 
arate  section. 

I  would  like  to  write  Ion,  in  India,  after  being 
brought  up  to  date  on  what  he  is  doing  about  the  book 
as  I  know  nothing  about  what  has  gone  on  since  your 
letter  of  September  11* 

Please  let  me  know  if  I  can  be  of  further  help. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  M&WMAS 


EFB/atb 
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Western  Publishing  Company ,  Inc. 

AVENUE  •  RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


October  26,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

I  am  happy  to  note  that  you  are  back  in  the  states  once 
again  and  I  was  very  interested  in  the  vrief  sketches  you 
sent  me  of  the  information  that  you  picked  up  concerning  the 
Siam  1804  dollar. 

Research  of  the  book  has  been  very  good.  The  complimentary 
copies  were  mailed  out  to  everyone  on  your  list  and  to  several 
more  of  my  friends.  Publicity  releases  were  sent  to  approxi¬ 
mately  fifty  publications,  and  some  of  these  have  started  to 
trickle  back  to  me  already.  "Everyone"  has  expressed  interest 
in  the  book  and  several  have  stated  that  it  is  truly  an  out¬ 
standing  piece  of  work. 

Very  few  errors  have  come  to  light.  I  list  the  following  which 
have  been  brought  to  my  attention:  Page  31  and  143  -  H.  P. 

Droz  should  be  changed  to  J.  P.  Droz .  Page  70  -  In  the  caption, 
half  eagle  should  be  changed  to  quarter  eagle.  Page  84  -  John 
R.  Snowden  should  be  changed  to  James  R.  Snowden. 

Walter  claims  that  the  weight  of  the  1804  proof  eagle  should 
have  been  specified  (we  didn't  have  it  in  time).  I  discovered 
to  my  amazement  that  there  is  no  1804  proof  eagle  in  the  mint 
collection.  I  was  more  puzzled  as  to  why  the  1834  half  eagle 
without  motto  was  omitted  from  the  Siam  proof  set. 

These  little  items  will  give  us  something  to  think  about  and 
perhaps  someday  we  will  be  able  to  make  a  few  changes  and 
revisions  for  the  second  edition  of  the  Fantastic  book.  Please 
keep  in  touch. 

'sever, 

Ken  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 

KEB: jam  WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

P.  S.  Spink  has  already  sent  me  a  photograph  of  the  outside 
of  the  Siam  case. 
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October  30,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  F.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  Missouri 

Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

Some  time  ago  we  received  a  copy  of  The  Fantastic 
1804  Dollar,  which  we  assume  to  be  your  gift. 

We  are  grateful  to  you  for  thinking  of  us  in  this 
way,  and  know  that  the  book  will  be  of  use  to  us 
and  to  our  patrons. 


MAM 

JCS 


So  far  I  have  just  brew sad  over  it  and  found 
it  very  interesting*  I  hope  to  start  from  the 
beginning  and  read  it  thoroughly. 


Again  many  thanks  for  this  enjoyable  book. 
Kindest  regards, 


Sincerely  yours. 


August  F.  Hausske 


October  31>  1962 


Mr.Elston  0.  Bradfield,  Editor 
P.O.Box  3U91 
Chicago  5U,  Illinois 

Dear  Elstons 

Thank  you  for  your  nice  review  of  "The 
Fantastic  l80li  dollar"  as  published  in 
the  NUMISMATIST. 

The  November  number  is  a  very  excellent 
one . 


Incidentally,  if  you  could  send  me  a 
second  copy  for  ray  file,  I  would  be 
aporeciative • 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  ?.  NEWMAN 
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November  1962 

Dear  S .W. , 

Thank  you  for  your  nice 
comments  about  the  180U  Dollar 
book . 

I  will  keep  you  in  mind  if 
I  find  any  interesting  20  pieces. 
Kindest  regards. 

Sincerely 


Hr  .S .W .Freeman 
Newport, Arkansas 


From  the  desk  of 

ERIC  P.  NEUMAN 


AUTHORIZED 


FREEMAN  OFFICE  EQUIPMENT  COMPANY 

■■■■  .  .  . . — . .u.  . . 3— 

TELEPHONE  92  116  WALNUT  STREET  NEWPORT,  ARKANSAS 

October  31,  1962 


SALES 

AND 

SERVICE 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 


I  was  most  pleased  to  receive,  through  Art 
Kelley,  the  autographed  copy  of  your  magnificent 
work  on  the  1804  dollar.  This,  I  consider  to  be 
a  great  contribution  to  numismatics. 

I  am  still  working  on  the  various  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  two  cent  series  and  have  found  many 
interesting  examples  of  reai-cut  dates  and  over 
dates  in  the  series.  If,  at  any  time,  you  should 
chance  upon  any  unusual  striking  of  this  series, 

I  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you. 


With  kindest  personal  regards,  I  remain 
Cordially  yours, 

'  fa 

S,  W.  Freeman 


SWF/mwl 


WE  SERVE  AND  SERVICE  THE  .  OFFICES  OF  NORTH  ARKANSAS 


November  3>*  1962 


Dear  Bill, 

Thank  you  for  the  New  Xork 
Times  International  edition 
publicity.  I  had  no  knowledge 
that  they  were  that  short  of 
news . 

Kindest  regards. 

Sincerely, 


Mr.  William  H.  Dillistin 
Paterson,  New  Jersey 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


WILLIAM  H.  DILLISTIN 

BANK  CONSULTANT 


443  EAST  39th  STREET 

Paterson  4,  New  Jersey 


October  29,  1962 


Dear  Eric: 


I  thought  that  you  might  be  interested  in 


the  enclosed  review  of  your  book  which  I  read  last 
Monday  while  sitting  in  the  lobby  of  the  Amsterdam 
Hilton  (Holland) . 

I  was  pi  eased  when  I  returned  home  the  follow¬ 
ing  evening  to  find  a  copy  of'  your  book  among  my  mail. 
It  will  be  read  with  considerable  interest. 


Sincerly, 


Mr.  kric  P.  Newman 


St  Louis,  Missouri. 


JUdson  2-5955 


(Enin  daUerua 


Dealers  and  Appraisers 

Hotel  Salisbury  -  Second  Floor 
123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


November  7,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 


Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  my  comments  on  "The 
Fantastic  1804  Dollar",  which  will  appear  shortly 
in  our  Numismatic  Review,  in  the  expectation  that 
you  may  find  them  of  interest. 


Sincerely  yours, 


COIN  GALLERIES 


James  C.  Risk 


JCR /hk 


United  States,  Ancient  and  Foreign  Coins 


BOOK  REVIEW  -  "The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar** 

Far  too  many  current  books  and  articles  dealing  with  American  coins  have  been 
written  by  men  who,  to  adapt  the  classic  description  of  the  Ph.D.,  are  only  inter¬ 
ested  in  learning  more  and  more  about  less  and  less.  In  saying  this  it  is  not  our 
intention  to  belittle  the  constructive  efforts  of  Beistle,  Bolender  and  Crosby,  to 
name  only  three  who  have  made  major  contributions.  Their  books  have  laid  an 
essential  groundwork  in  the  field  of  U.S.  Numismatics.  It  is  the  Collector  in  the 
role  of  amateur  scholar  who  has  poured  forth  an  increasingly  sterile  product, 
impelled  by  a  primeval  urge  to  unearth  more  varieties  to  collect.  The  "varieties" 
in  modern  issues  so  triumphantly  announced  are  frequently  only  the  result  of  die 
wear,  or  high  speed  coining  methods  which  require  more  imagination  than  good  eye¬ 
sight  to  appreciate.  It  can  be  added  that  imagination  and  enthusiasm  are  not 
adequate  substitutes  for  scholarship.  Much  of  what  is  written  is  seldom  really 
worth  anyone's  attention. 

It  is  therefore  a  pleasure  to  find,  at  long  last,  a  new  and  really  significant 
book  dealing  with  United  States  coins.  Newman  and  Bressett's,  "The  Fantastic  1804 
Dollay",  just  released  by  the  Whitman  Publishing  Company,  is  a  volume  anyone 
interested  in  coins  should  have  in  his  library,  regardless  of  what  he  collects. 
Most  of  us  enjoy  the  solution  of  a  good  mystery.  We  believe  the  solution  of  the 
mystery  of  the  1804  Dollar  has  finally  been  discovered.  In  the  process  the  authors 
have  told  a  rollicking  good  story  bound  to  give  the  coin  enthusiast  many  a  hearty 
chuckle  in  the  reading.  Although  Numismatists  have  not  often  been  noted  for  their 
easy  command  of  the  English  language,  we  cannot  avoid  pointing  out  that  the  authors 
also  write  well,  and  know  how  to  organize  their  material.  They  are  generous  in 
their  acknowledgement  of  the  research  assistance  given  by  two  principal  collabora¬ 
tors,  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Lynn  Glaser,  whose  names  command  respect. 


-2- 

lA  pointing  out  that  modern  u.S.  Numismatics  suffers  from  too  much  amateur 
scholarship,  we  should  not  neglect  the  sins  of  our  ancestors  in  this  respect.  The 
story  of  the  1804  Dollar  has  been  bedeviled  from  the  very  beginning  by  those  who 
invented  tales  and  pedigrees  they  wanted  to  believe  and  then  proclaimed  them  from 
the  housetops  as  gospel.  In  fact  pure  invention  has  been  associated  with  the  piece 
from  the  day  in  1843  when  Matthew  Stickney  exchanged  two  coins  of  dubious  authen¬ 
ticity  for  an  "Original M  1804  Dollar  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia.  The  amount  of 
wind  and  worry  devoted  to  "proving"  that  the  coin  had  actually  been  struck  in  1804 
can,  from  this  vantage  point,  only  be  regarded  as  astounding.  An  almost  unbeliev¬ 
able  combination  of  numismatic  naivete,  strange  silences  from  Mint  officials  who 
knew  when  and  why  the  Type  I  coin  had  been  struck  all  along,  the  later  production 
of  the  Type  II  and  Type  III  copies,  and  the  very  human  conniving  of  generations  of 
Dealers,  all  contributed  to  befog  the  issue.  The  authors  quote  Dewitt  H.  Smith,  an 
eminent  collector  of  an  earlier  generation,  with  considerable  relish.  Mr.  Smith 
said,  "One  thing  I  have  noticed,  when  anyone  (dealer  or  collector)  has  one  to  sell 
he  thinks  it  is  genuine,  but  when  some  other  party  has  one  to  sell,  the  same  man 
will  discredit  it" .  All  these  problems  have  been  neatly  sorted  out  by  Newman  and 
Bressett  in  a  way  that  carries  their  conviction  to  the  reader.  But  it  is  not  simply 
a  matter  of  their  conviction.  They  produce  facts  that  cannot  be  gainsayed. 

There  are  several  points  in  this  delightful  book  that  particularly  appealed 
to  the  Reviewer,  who  has  never  been  noted  for  any  marked  interest  in  most  aspects 
of  American  coin  collecting  today.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  discuss  the  1804 
Dollar  without  explaining  how  early  U.S.  Coins  were  minted,  for  example.  And  then 
the  story  of  the  1804  cannot  be  entirely  separated  from  the  1801,  1802  and  1803 
Proof  Dollars  and  the  1804  Proof  Eagle.  We  learn  all  about  these  coins  and  many 
other  things  of  real  Numismatic  interest.  Each  existing  1804  Dollar  is  carefully 
listed  and  its  entire  pedigree  given.  The  newly  discovered  Siam  Dollar  first  dis- 


3 


closed  at  the  Detroit  A.N.A.  Convention  in  August  1962,  is  given  its  due.  The 
"missing'1  Dollar,  originally  contained  in  the  set  given  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat 
and  presumed  lost  as  long  ago  as  1865,  has  been  identified  convincingly  with  the 
Watters  Specimen.  It  goes  without  saying,  too,  that  the  book  is  amply  and  beauti¬ 
fully  illustrated,  as  any  Numismatic  work  worth  its  salt  must  be. 

Before  closing  these  remarks  there  is  one  thing  that  needs  to  be  said  in  so 
many  hard  words.  The  story  of  the  1804  Dollar  is  not  without  a  moral  for  all 
Collectors.  Numismatics  is  a  science  and  not  a  matter  of  uninformed  opinion.  The 
coin  never  should  have  been  the  mystery  it  was  developed  into.  No  one  with  any 
knowledge  of  coins  should  ever  have  been  persuaded  that  it  had  been  struck  in  1804. 
The  very  fabric  of  the  piece  has  always  provided  the  evidence  it  was  not.  We  may 
not  have  known  until  now  why  the  coin  appeared  more  than  forty  years  after  the  date 
it  bore.  We  should  not,  regardless  of  our  generation,  ever  have  doubted  that  it 
was  a  restrike.  The  "1804  Dollar"  in  the  guise  we  have  always  known  it  was  a 
creation  of  pure  fantasy,  reinforced  by  gullibility  on  the  part  of  the  Collecting 
Fraternity  as  a  whole.  There  should  be  no  more  “Fantastic"  coins  in  the  U.S.  series* 
To  avoid  such  fantasies  should  be  a  matter  of  self  respect  on  the  part  of  all 


U.S.  Collectors 


November  8,  1962 


Wid.ener  Library- 
Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  Hass. 

Gentlemen  * 

In  view  of  the  cooperation  I  have  always  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  various  libraries  of  Harvard 
University,  I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  book  entitled  “The  Fantastic  180U 
Dollar"  for  your  numismatic  collection. 


Sincerely  yov*rs. 


EicIC  P .NEWMAN  NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY 


EPN/a tb 


Dear  Ken : 


V 


Sand a y  N o  v • 1 1 , 1 9 6 ' 
research  st  cooed  to  write  you  l 


I  feel  that  to  pc  -ote  th  sale  of  the  Farit  ust  'a*  b/  --  ;  should 
be  no  delayin  the  use  of  th*  a-ju-ulatod  co^pli-  <entary  ate  rial.  I 
a-  astounded  by  such  re  arks, out  p~rhwps  you  are  used  to  it.  TP  those  I 
sent  you  you  ha  ye  s  ent  o  th  .  relieving  lies: 

{<a  classic  in  the  numis  atic  field’  '  oher 
Or.  e  oi  th®  1'ine  at  mi;  is  atic  books  e  •  pu  A  i3hod'  bo.  e  3 
o  perfect  co  oiuatiO);  oi'  tech,  icai  facts  -n  o  historical  ta ‘';k;a'Ounon 
'  best  book  on  U.o.nu-is  atics  that,  his  no  appear-^  'n  -.1  sk 

this  beautifully  presented  strip  htei  a-.  ii 


If  ii  ’dip-  is  writng  a  review  for-  t  ■  «  Nu:.is  at  1st  ttu  pu rapes  he  coul 
bb  told  of  those  CO’  -mts  sne  tho &  -  I  previous!;  sent  .Oth^r  coin 
publications  could  pat  tasse  into  a  rows  story  or  editor!'  enfc 

if  yon  dint  i  t  to  piV  the  .!■  v.  ■  ■  •  •  hen  sales  ar  -•  got  I  that 


is  th  -»  ‘*1  e  to  put  thb3“  co  x-.yn  i  3  to  use, not  her*  entnus 


c  1  --d 


As  to  national  public': .  i.y  in  other  than,  r-.umis  *  \l-_ 

I  think  and  hav-  alt? ay s  thought  that  a  fascinatin':  f  eafco»'  thole  s 

a  natural *It  is  hot  nows  because  oi  th«  disc  losure  of  ?  :  3:  .-  r,u.:f 

and  the  auctioning  of  th*  pblfa(oft  p3  -  .3  hat  is  yo»  r  -  tisl  a 
think  about  situ  at  ion.  The  Uhica  ,o  office  of  Life  Igbt  o«  -.ached 
b e  c 8 ms  e  o f  th *  n e w  1  v-  ,f  s  9  and  t h *  f  8  c t  t h at  th  boc k  is  c -  •  t . 


Do  you  think  .  3} •  r/v  1  ha v  laid  -o--  -^sb.v  or  corn*  it  ti-c  su^'b 
publ j  *it>;  in  the  Si. Louis  Post  i  iiuitch/  .  There  h 3 s  o  --i-  j.or/l  :  on  4h 

book  here?  Did  you  send  data  to  th  *  ilwaukv*  a,f..  1  aoine  oa  per  s  or 
not.  I  believe  you  had  an  article  in  the  a  cine  oaoer .  I  ha-e  not  -» 
given  cool  os  to  th-  library  ir  v)  as  yof ,  ie:i  lose  any  000k  r  -  -w 
sdi  ci? .  Blaise  give  e  your  opinion  as  to  whether  it  will  he 1 0  nalr-  hi 


incidentally  tillie  -son  v*cih«u  riard  on  «  ir  I  , 

nor.  ,.roijbihoo  er yv-her  e  he  \  ill  t'  di 3  u  p no  w  n t  yu  • T hat  v  as  tor  . 


The 
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crapbook  woould  publ 13a  1 

if 

the  Nu  i 3  atist 

wants  to  r.r  1 

Tell  ..r.  how  any  are 

sold 

nov-  •  Is  Friedfce 

S  buying  i;h 

his 

d 

e^i?  b  r  nt  s  or  n 0 1  ? 

Thanks 

for 

e  orything. 

p  ,3 .  Co  onts  v'e  will  not  got: 

“  y  conscience  hurts  :e  about  y  re  arks  about  be  Zorn 
'  Ls3t  year  I  thought  you  were  horrible, now  i  th:;  k  yo 
nor  so  than  that/'  Oat,i--i  -v 
’I  decided  not  to  sue  aft~r  all”’  '  erner 

■  you  let  us  off  »as j  as  *0  or.r  r  k  on  h.  U;j4  •  ••  liar"  ;-‘t?  r 
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November  lii. 


James  C.  Risk 
Coin  Galleries 
123  West  5>7th  Street 
New  York  19,  Now  York 

Dear  Mr. Risk: 

Thank  you,  very  much,  for  sending  me  a  copy  of  your 
comments  on  "The  Fantastic"  in  your  Numismatic 
Review.  What  you  say  is  very  generous  and  grati¬ 
fying.  It  is  so  nice  I  would  like  to  have  a  couple 
of  extra  copies  when  it  i s  published. 

If  the  item  has  not  gone  to  press  as  yet  I  might 
suggest  a  couple  of  technical  changes.  Stickney's 
exchange  involved  a  few  coins,  only  one  of  which 
was  of  dubious  authenticity  and  not  two. 

We  use  Class  I,  Class  II,  and  Class  III  rather  than 
Type  I,  Type  II, and  Type  III  for  certain  technical 
reasons • 

Your  sentence  about  doubting  that  it  is  a  restrike 
does  not  say  what  you  mean  it  to  say,  in  ray  opinion. 
What  you  mean  to  say  is,  we  should  always,  regardless 
of  our  generation,  have  doubted  that  it  was  a  re¬ 
strike  . 

Thanks,  again,  for  your  cooperation  in  connection 
with  furnishing  us  last  minute  information  for  our 
book.  It  seems  to  be  selling  very  well  and  your 
comments  will  give  it  added  impetus. 

Sincerely  yours. 


EFN/atb 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 


Directors : 
D.  F.  Spink 
P.  J.  Spink 


SPINK  &  SON,  LTD. 

5,  6,  &  7,  KING  STREET, 

ST.  JAMES’S, 

LONDON,  S.W.l. 

ESTABLISHED  1772, 


Telephone : 

WHITEHALL  5275  (5  lines 
Cables : 

Spink,  London. 


DS/PM 


14th  November,  1962. 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman, 

400  Washington  Avenue, 

St.  Louis  2. 

Missouri, 

U.  So  A. 

Dear  Mr.  Newman, 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  October  15th,  and  I  too 
enj  oyed  the  time  we  spent  together  when  you  were  over  here  recently. 

I  am  sending  you  by  separate  post  a  print  of  the  box 
cover,  as  requested. 

Regarding  your  wish  to  loan  the  Sale  Catalogue  of  Adolph 
Weyl  of  Berlin,  this  would  have  been  a  pleasure  if  we  had  it  in  our 
Library  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  do  not  have  it. 

With  kindest  regards  to  your  wife  and 
yourself, 


Yours  since relyp 
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JUdson  2-5955 


(£ntn  dallmps 


Dealers  and  Appraisers 


Hotel  Salisbury  -  Second  Floor 
123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


November  15,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc. 
400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 


Dear  Mr .  Newman : 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  November  14th,  with  the  changes 
you  suggest  it  would  be  well  to  include  in  my  book  review. 
Since  we  are  just  in  the  final  page  proof  stage  I  was  able 
to  introduce  them  into  the  text. 

The  comment  in  your  fourth  paragraph  left  me  thoroughly 
confused.  After  reading  my  sentence  about  not  doubting 
the  Dollar  was  a  restrike  etc.,  I  felt  I  had  said  exactly 
what  I  meant,  but  was  not  at  all  sure  of  your  meaning. 

The  solution  I  adopted,  faced  with  this  conundrum,  should 
be  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  I  simply  cut  the  sentence, 
and  the  one  preceding  it  out  completely. 

I  was  forced  to  expand  the  review  by  another  paragraph  or 
so  to  fill  up  the  space,  but  the  sense  remains  the  same. 

I  am  naturally  pleased  you  feel  it  will  be  useful. 


Sincerely  yours. 


James  C.  Risk 


JCR/hk 


United  States,  Ancient  and  Foreign  Coins 


THE  MERCANTILE  LIBRARY 

Box  633 

St.  Louis  88,  Missouri 
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WHITMAN 

PUBLISHING 


Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 


COMPANY 


1220  MOUND  AVENUE 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


November  15,  1962 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

Thanks  for  keeping  me  up  to  date  with  all  of  the  comments 
that  you  have  received  on  the  Fantastic  book.  I  still  get 
occasional  newspaper  reviews,  but  most  of  these  are  directly 
from  the  News  Release  and  do  not  warrant  reporting  to  you. 

Smedley  is  writing  a  review  for  the  NUMISMATIST.  He  told  me 
its  contents  and  it  sounds  very  good  just  as  it  is .  I  am 
not  going  to  ask  him  to  use  quotations  from  our  correspondents. 
Frankly,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  using  such  comments  at  this  time. 
As  I  said  before,  they  may  be  used  in  the  future,  but  I  am  not 
certain  of  the  best  way  to  handle  it.  I  will  certainly  give 
it  full  consideration. 

I  have  no  idea  where  Williamson’s  review  will  appear.  I  hope 
it  is  put  to  good  use.  I  know  you  have  seen  Jim  Risk’s  review — 
I  personally  think  it  is  the  best  so  far. 

I  am  getting  nowhere  on  the  national  publicity  angle.  I  will 
keep  pushing  this,  however,  and  attack  the  situation  from  a 
few  new  frontiers .  Let  me  know  if  you  come  up  with  any  good 
suggestions . 

By  all  means,  you  should  contact  the  St.  Louis  Post  Dispatch. 

I  sent  material  to  the  local  papers  and  found  that  they  were 
very  receptive.  I  am  sure  that  your  local  paper  would  be  also. 
Don’t  overlook  the  potential  of  giving  copies  to  the  library  or 
any  other  place  where  it  might  attract  attention.  This  is  not 
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being  egotistical  but  simply  a  subtle  way  of  publicizing 
the  book.  About  1,700  of  the  books  have  been  sold  to  date. 

I  spoke  to  Marshall  Field's  coin  department  manager  in  Chicago 
and  he  said  that  he  was  expecting  a  supply  of  the  1804  book 
from  Friedberg.  I  suspect  that  the  other  branches  will  receive 
their  books  in  the  near  future  also. 

I  got  a  big  laugh  out  of  the  P.  S.  about  comments  we  will  not 
get. 


'sever 


Ken  Bressett 

Numismatic  Editor 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


KEB: jam 


November  IB,  1962 


I  par  K«n: 


You  aked  ne  in  your  letter  of  k  o  v .  .1 v-h at  to  do 
about  -pc ting  be t to r  publicity  for  tap  book  on  a  broader 
base  and  I  asked  a  public  relations  friend*  here  what  he 
ight  suggest •  He  said  that  the  publisher  should  write  a  letter 

an:'  send  a  copy  of  the  book  to'  both  the  feature  editor  and 

the  .-oto  editor  of  our  best  . -u  ■  per  •  1  nave  sent  the  f or  • 

of  letter  herewith  and  you  ay  f  e-1  f re «  to  ake  changes  of  course . 

Please  have  Dick  Yeoman  sen-  it  if  he  is  in  town  am  ill  bo  it. 

If  not  have  so  ©one  e : se  other  fch  a  yourself. 

: ni s  1  believe  will  get  8  feature  which  iay  be  able  to  be  us«f 
nationally. 

kr .Harry  kilenaky ,f nature  editor 
St. Louis  Post  Dispatch 
St .Louis  o. 

. r . Juliu a  Xlv ran ,  ;o t o gravure  Ld 1 tor 
St. Louis  Post  Dispatch 
St. Loui s  o • 

of  the  sta  p  leas  in  >  a  suing  ton  this  ay  'ey*  very  t  i  °ly. 

send  the  bocks  fro  here  but  the  public  relations  character 
would  be  bar  ful  if  It  ciidnt  cc . e  direct  fro  the 
publisher  . 

Do  it  i  ediately  and  before  the  news  is  old. 

1  hate  being  t  odest  like  this  but  apparently  it  is  routine. 

Send  a  copy  of  whatever  ou  writs. 


Be  cause 

I  wrould 

a  ay  3  i  i*. 


Thanks 


N0V23  \ 
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THIS  SIDE  OF  CftRO-IsfoR 

ADDRESS  J  ' 

Eric  P-Ne-wman  Numisatic  Society 
G- 1-50  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 


The  Harvard  College  Library  has  received  your  gift  of 
The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar. 


Please  accept  our  grateful  acknowledgment 


Cambridge,  Massachusetts 


Paul  Buck, 

Librarian. 


November  27,  1962 


Mr.  James  C.  Risk 
Coin  Galleries 
Hotel  Salisbury,  2nd  Floor 
123  West  5>7th  Street 
New  York  19,  New  York 

Dear  Mr. Risks 

Would  you  be  nice  enough  to  send  me  four 
additional  copies  of  the  Numismatic  Review, 
just  issued,  being  V01.  3,  No. 

Thank  you. 


Sincerely  yours. 


SRIG  P. NEWMAN 


E?N/atb 


LAW  OFFICES 


GOLDMAN  &  SANTIAGO 


609  CONDADO  AVENGE  -  STOP  17 


SANTURCE,  PUERTO  RICO 


MAX  GOLDMAN 


PHONES:  723-6363  723-4981  723-1227 


BAS1LIO  SANTIAGO  ROMERO 


November  Z7,  196Z 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  9314 


VICENTE  J.  ANTONETTI 


CABLE:  RIGOSA 


Eric  Newman,  Esq. 

Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc. 
400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  Z,  Mo. 

Dear  Eric: 


I  have  just  received  the  copy  of  "The  Fantastic  1804 


Dollar"  which  you  so  kindly  sent  me.  "Fantastic"  is  indeed 
the  word  for  the  story  which  you  and  your  colleagues  unfold 
with  such  meticulous  documentation. 

I  have  not  read  it  through  yet,  but  it  is  evident  from 
what  I  have  sampled  that  the  book  is  a  very  substantial  essay 
not  only  in  numismatics  but  also  in  more  general  history.  The 
discussion  is  well  researched,  well  reasoned,  and  well  written. 
But  I  must  draw  the  line  at  lyin’  about  the  "Lyon"  dollar  (p.65). 

I  deeply  appreciate  your  sending  me  a  copy  of  this 
fascinating  book. 


With  kindest  regards 


Sincerely  yours 


November  28,  1962 


Mr,  David  Spink 
Spink  &  Son,  Ltd, 

5,  6,  &  7,  King  Street 
St,  James’s 

London,  S.  V.  I,  England 
Dear  Mr  .Spinks 

Thank  you,  very  much,  for  sending  me  the  photo¬ 
graph  of  the  box  of  the  Siam  Presentation  Set. 
The  picture  was  just  published  by  Jim  Risk  in 
the  Numismatic  Review,  as  you  know.  I  am 
glad  to  have  it  in  our  file  and  if  there  is 
a  second  edition  of  the  book  it  will  be  used. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  check  to  cover  books 
purchased  at  the  time  I  was  in  London. 

Mr.  Liddell  will  take  care  of  me  as  to  coins 
in  which  I  am  interested  and  I  look  forward 
to  hearing  from  him  whenever  the  occasion 
arise  s • 

Again,  many  thanks  for  your  kindnesses. 

Sincerely, 


LRIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


BY  APPOINTMENT 
TO  HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN 
MEDALLISTS 


SPINK  &  SON,  LTD. 


5,  6  &  7,  KING  STREET, 

ST.  JAMES’S,  LONDON,  S.W.i. 


Telephone: 

WHITEHALL  5275  (5  lines)  ESTABLISHED  1772. 


Cables: 

SPINK,  LONDON 


NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS  &  BOOKSELLERS. 


BY  APPOINTMENT 

TO  H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH 
MEDALLISTS 


j  Tp  #  ric 
40C .  l!.rar  h 

'  ‘.rron.r  j . 

* 


P.  Nev/man, 
i  0 n'to ^  P.  upiji]n 


No.  BD  05386 


DATE: 


24tT'i  Octo'nor* 

1962, 


December  3»  1962 


Mr. Glenn  B.  Smedley 
2^3  Washington  Blvd., 

Oak  Park,  Illinois 

Dear  Glenns 

Thank  you,  very  much,  for  the  sincerity  with 
which  you  wrote  the  review  of  The  Fantastic 
l80h  Dollar.  I  certainly  would  have  liked  to 
change  the  title  to  cover  the  scope  of  the 
elements  which  were  included  in  the  book  but 
I  believe  so  sincerely  in  sticking  to  one 
subject  that  I  wanted  to  eliminate  anything 
which  was  not  actually  relevant  to  the  180U. 

If  I  had  gone  into  other  related  matters  the 
book  would  have  been  published  three  years  from 
now  at  the  earliest. 

Would  you  be  nice  enough  to  send  me  two  addit¬ 
ional  copies  of  The  Numismatist,  or  ask  Brad 
to  do  it. 

Kindest  personal  regards. 


Since  rely , 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 
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Collector  of  American  Colonial  and  State  Coins,  Member  or'  A  N  S,  ANA,  and  MAN  A, 
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With  best  wishes  of  the  season,  I  remain. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
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Ned, 

Did  you  ever  get  a  copy  of 
The  Fantastic  l80U  Dollar  book 
which  I  had  sent  to  yon  from 
Whitman? 

From  the  desk  of  ,  r-l  A  It? 

ERIC.  P..  NEVMM  ^/24/b3 


rmr 


nUo  3, 


GLENN  B.  SMEBLEY 


253  WASHINGTON  BLVD.,  OAK  PARK,  ILL. 


December  8,  1962 


Dear  Eric: 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  regarding  my 
review  of  The  Fantastic  I804  Dollar  in  the  December 
issue  of  The  Numismatist . 

My  comment  about  the  title  was  not  intended  as 
a  criticism;  it  is  just  my  thought  that  the  book 
might  appeal  to  a  wider  range  of  buyers  if  the  title 
indicated  that  it  contains  much  information  relating 
to  other  coins  than  the  1804  dollar.  Probably  this 
will  be  understood  gradually. 

Since  I  donot  receive  extra  copies  of  T? 
Numismatist,  but  Brad  does,  I  have  asked  him  to  send 
two  copies  to  you.  I  doubt  that  he  will  forget, 
but  if  you  don’t  receive  them  within  a  week  or  so, 
please  drop  me  a  card  and  I’ll  remind  him. 

May  I  suggest  that  you  try  to  get  up  this  way 
for  the  Central  States  convention  April  26-28  in 
Chicago,  and/or  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  con¬ 
vention  May  10-12  in  Racine?  I  understand  the  latter 
will  include  a  trip  through  Whitman’s  plant.  A  lot 
of  your  friends  would  be  happy  to  see  you  at  either 
affair. 

With  highest  regards,  and  best  wishes  for 
the  Holidays,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours. 


Glenn  B.  Sraedley 


Ass’t  to  Editor 

THE  NUMISMATIST 


W  H 


EVS  M 


SVJ  P  A  IN]  V 


Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company ,  Inc. 


12  2  0  MOUND  AVENUE  •  RACINE.  WISCONSIN 


December  10,  1962 


the  kind  comments  abo' 


Mr.  Edward  R.  Barnsley 
111  S.  State  Street 
Newtown,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Ned: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  and  for 
the  l804  dollar  book.  We  put  considerable  effort  into  th 
work  and  although  it  was  a  ;.ot  of  fun,  the  greatest  satis¬ 
faction  comes  from  the  fact  that  people  like  you  appreciate  it. 

I  haven : t  heard  much  more  about  Breen* s  revision  of  the  Crosby 
book.  I  understand  it  will  be  a  reprint  with- interleaved  pages 
containing  Breen’s  annotations.. 

This  was  hardly  what  I  had  •  iv:  cloned  for  a  revised  Crosby,  but 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  an  asset  to  the  science.  I  had  hoped  that 
WHITMAN  could  publish -a  complc  tely  new  book  including  not  only 
the  work  of  Breen  but  that  sf  .  cwman,  years  and  others .  Perhaps 
we  will  still  be  able  to  ppsdu.s  such  a  book  someday  in  the 
future . 


hope  that  your  enthusiasm  does  not  wane,  as  there  is  still 


much  work  to  be  done  in  the  Colonial 


/*  )  Ca  o  ~r\  c. t 
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weekends  with  Eric  and  I  think  I  have  some  understanding  about 
how  he  does  so  much  work.  The  secret  is  that  he  never  stops-- 
I  have  never  seen  such  a  hard  worker .  He  kept  me  working  on 
coins  from  early  morning  ur:.ti.l  the  wee  hours,  and  in  the  meantime 
he  always  seemed  to  be  working  on  two  or  three  other  projects. 

Kindest  personal  regards  and  best  wishes  for  the  holiday  season. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


:•  ..  etc 
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Directors : 

D.  F.  Spink 
P.  J.  Spink 
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SPINK  &  SON,  LTD. 

5,  6,  &  7,  KING  STREET, 

ST.  JAMES’S, 

LONDON,  S.W.l. 

ESTABLISHED  1772. 


Telephone: 

WHITEHALL  5275  (5  lines 
Cables : 

Spink,  London. 


19th  December,  1962. 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman, 
Edison  Brothers  Stores  Inc. 
400  Washington  Avenue, 

St.  Louis  2, 

Mo.  U.S.A. 

Dear  Eric, 


Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  28th  and  cheque  for 
$26.  60,  receipt  for  which  is  attached. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  the  photos  of  the  box  arrived  safely  and 
if  you  want  any  more  information  or  photographs  regarding  the  famous 
Set,  please  let  me  know. 

I  forget  if  you  told  me^when  you  were  here,  when  and  how 
you  intended  publishing  a  fuller  article  on  the  Set,  but  I  should  be 
interested  to  hear  how  it  is  progressing  and  where  it  will  be  published. 


Please  dont  hesitate  to  write  about  any  coins  you  may  want, 
though  unfortunately  we  dont  get  much  now  in  the  way  of  good  U.S.  or 
Colonial  coins. 
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With  Thanks 
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With  all  good  wishes  for  Christmas  and 
the  New  Year,  to  your  wife  and 


WHITMAN 

PUBLISHING 


Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 


COMPANY 


1220  MOUND  AVENUE 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


December  19,  19^2 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

I  have  forwarded  copies  of  Williamson's  review  to  Coin  World 
and  Coins  Magazine.  I  think  that  these  people  will  publish 
the  review  if  anyone  will.  It  is,  however,  a  little  late  to 
make  this  newsworthy,  and  most  of  the  other  publications  have 
already  commented  on  the  book.  Where  was  the  mixup?  I 
naturally  assumed  that  Williamson  would  be  contacting  what¬ 
ever  publication  he  wanted  to  use.  I  did  not  even  have  a 
copy  of  his  revised  work. 

I  don't  see  what  you  could  write  about  the  Spink  presentation 
case.  I  think  it  would  strike  collectors  as  being  a  little 
redundant  if  we  keep  hashing  this  thing  over  in  print  each 
month.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  case  should  be  closed  until 
it  is  time  for  a  second  printing  of  the  book — after  all,  what 
are  we  going  to  write  about  in  the  second  edition  if  we  don't 
save  a  few  undisclosed  facts  until  then. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  people  from  the  St.  Louis  newspaper 
have  contacted  you  as  implied  in  your  letter.  Be  sure  to  send 
me  a  clipping  of  the  article  when  it  appears. 

I  have  informed  Mr.  Perl  that  we  do  not  care  to  bid  against 
Ford  Publications  for  his  Bradbeer  manuscript.  I  think  he  has 
talked  himself  into  a  comer  and,  thanks  to  your  advice,  I  don't 
even  care.  Now  what  am  I  going  to  do  about  some  sort  of  a  book 
on  this  subject?  You  indicated  that  you  would  work  with  Ford 
and  WHITMAN  if  we  could  come  to  some  understanding.  I  will  not 


-2- 


write  to  John  about  this  because  I  feel  I  could  get  better 
results  through  talking  with  him  the  next  time  we  meet. 

In  the  meantime,  do  you  want  to  approach  him  with  some  sort 
of  suggestion?  I  think  you  know  what  will  happen  if  your 
manuscript  gets  bogged  down  with  the  Ford  Publications.  I 
can  assure  you  that  WHITMAN  will  publish  such  a  book  on 
schedule  and  in  a  fashion  that  we  can  all  be  proud  of.  I 
realize  you  must  have  other  projects  on  the  fire,  but  this 
seems  to  be  something  that  is  needed  urgently.  Let's  get 
started  before  someone  else  gets  into  the  act. 

Say  hello  to  Evelyn  and  the  children  for  me  and  extend  my 
best  wishes  for  a  happy  holiday  season. 


'sever 


Ken  Bressett 

Numismatic  Editor 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


KEB: jam 


1  310  Laurel 

Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 
December  22,  19t>2 

Mr,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Numismatic  Editor 
Whitman  publishing  Co, 

Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

Enclosed  1  ty  article  "King  of  the  American  Rarities" 
which  appeared  in  the  December  17th  edition  of  the  Christian  3cience 

used  it  as  a  teaching  instrument  in  my  English  classes  at  Western  Kentucky 

State  College,  It  is  a  fine  example  of  an  exhaustive  piece  of  research 

Best  personal  wishes  to  you  and  the  entire  Whitman  staff 
for  a  Hsrry  Christmas  Rnd  a  Happy  New  Tear. 

Cordially  yours, 


Robert  Obojski 


Kill"  of  the  American  Rarities 

Th«  Christian  SctvnevWrrSTZY,  Dec.  17,  1^2 
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B y  Robert  Qbojaki 

Parma,  Ohio 

lor  of  1804  has  long  been 

of  !\i]srarcity  (only  15  authen¬ 
tic  specimens  are  known  to  be 

n  cry  surrounding  tins  com. 
(  r»t  of  the  most  Intriguing 

f<  ta  of  the  1804  dollar  is  that 
throughout  its  history  it  has 
always  beer,  one  of  the  most 
dc  ired  coins  among  numis¬ 
matists  everywhere.  Whenever 
one  of  these  coins  has  appealed 

*et  records  for  the  higlvst  price 

\  particularly  choice  speci¬ 
men  brought  no  lei'i  than  $29.- 
0<H>  at  a  1981  New  York  suc- 
ion,  the  record  purchase  price 
for  one  com. 

F.ach  new  sale  has  always 
stirred  the  imagination  of 

newspaper  reporters  numis¬ 
matic  writers,  and  all  collec¬ 
tors,  whether  or  not  they  ever 


Whitm»n  Pubiofcmt  Co 

An  1804 


bof  sih-  r  dollars  in  1 804  to  pre- 

their  lat(  value  was  less  than 
their  bullion  value. 

Dies  wore  probably  made  tor 
the  1804  dollar,  and  a  number 
of  experts  theorire  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  dollars  was  actually 
struck  in  184)4.  but  thrown 
right  back  into  the  meltmg  pot 
when  the  ‘‘stop  order**  came 
from  Director  Boucilnot. 

A  battery  of  experts  on  the 
subject  have  proven  almost 
conclusively  that  the  1804  dol¬ 
lars  were  produced  in  the  1836- 
42  experimental  period  because 
they  differ  significantly  from 
the  1803  variety,  and  conform 
more  closely  to  the  design*  of 
those  pieces  coined  in  the 
1840‘s. 

It  has  never  been  fully  ex¬ 
plained  why  the  1804  date  has 
been  inscribed  on  these  coins — 


dollar 


conclude  the  volume  with  a 
comprehensive  ’'pedigree'’  of 
each  of  the  15  known  1804’s. 
They  list  everyone  who  has 
ever  owned  any  one  of  the 
famous  15.  including  the  pres* 

At  least  three  of  the  1804's 
are  on  permanent  public  dis¬ 
play  Two  specimens  belonging 

Museum  of  Moneys  i>f  he 

the  famous  Rosenthal  speci¬ 
men  on  exhibit. 

sett  comment  in  their  preface 
to  "The  Fantastic  1K04  Dollar  ** 
that  they  try  to  write  "the  last 
word  on  ihe  subject."  but  they 

ing.  "This  may  be  just  an  idle 


hoped  to  own  such  a  coin.  A  and  herein  lies  one  of  the  mys- 

New  York  suetionecr  will  fea-  teries. 

ture  sn  1804  dollar  in  a  major  Ncvcrthelens.  a  few  '‘hard- 
sale  "Cheduiod  for  some  time  core"  numismatic  experts  be- 
early  in  1963  Many  dealers  and  Hcve  that  at  lea-t  even  1804 
collectors  feel  that  the  $29,000  dollars  were  struck  m  that  year 
“price  barrier”  may  be  broken  and  saved  for  aa‘ay  purposes, 
at  this  sale.  making  these  "i804  originals." 

Oddly  enough.  United  State*  This  school  tries  to  prove  its 
silver  dollar*  were  probably  esse  by  maintaining  the  “orig;- 
noi  struck  at  all  In  1804.  though  nals”  were  indeed  produced  In 
published  official  Philadelphia  1804  because  they  resemble  the 
Mint  records  show  that  10,570  1803’s 

of  them  w’era  coined  in  that  Interest  In  the  1804  silver 
yajuv  Most  numismatists  now  dollar  question  has  reached  so 
agree  that  the  1804  total  for  high  a  level  in  the  past  two  or 
dollars  actually  covered  those  three  years  that  two  of  the 
which  were  dated  1803.  (The  best-known  experts  on  the 
HR)3  dollar  is  quite  common.)  subject.  Eric  P  Newman  and 
It  is  now  generally  believed  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  wrote  a 
that  the  1804  dollars  were  whole  book  on  the  coin.  The 
struck  at  the  mint  between  1836  Fantastic  1804  Dollar"  (Whit- 
and  1842,  during  the  period  man  Publiahing  Co.,  Racine, 
when  Christian  Gobrecht.  as-  Wis.,  1962.  144  pp.,  $3.50). 
sistant  to  the  chief  engraver.  This  u  some  kind  of  mile- 
was  creating  his  well-known  stone  in  numismatic  writing 

issue  of  silver  dollars.  (No  length  book  been  written  on 
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YE  OLDE  BOOKE  SHOPPE 

NUMISMATICS 

December  23,  1962 

JAMES  A.  BROWN 

227  Waverly  Ave.,  Newark  8,  N.  J. 
Bigelow  8-0542 


Dear  Eric  P.  Newman: 

■‘■'hank  you  for  your  letter  in  which 
you  relinquish  your  rights  to  A  pricele 
gem  of  A  book.  You  will  live  to  regret  IU&9 
this  decision  many  times.  You  did  not 
mention  my  article  in  The  Scrapbook  for 
the  same  month,  I’m  so  disappointed  that 
I  am  enclosing  A  autographed  copy  to  you. 

In  your  book  you  make  not  mention  of  the  1804 
the  Newark,  N.  J.  Museum  which  has  been  there  since  about 
1925.  It  was  donated  by  Frank  Liveright  who  Is  now  the 
oldest  living  member  of  the  A.N.A.  and  the  only  surviver 
of  the  1922  A.N.A.  Convention,  he  got  his  50  year  pin 


several  years  ago.  He  is  an  old  friend  of  mine  and  we 
both  attended  the  Chrlstmass  party  of  the  Bergen  County 
N.  J.  *lub  last  week.  He  was  born  in  1878.  How  you  could 
have  overlooked  this  particular  1804  U.S.  Silver  dollar 
Is  fantastic.  This  was  part  of  an  enourmous  collection 
donated  to  the  Newark  Museum  worth  over  one  million 
dollars.  Frank  Liveright  now  lives  in  moderate  circumstan* 
ses  in  Westwood,  N.  J.  and  is  quite  shy  and  does  not  lik< 
publicity.  However  you  have  overlooked  either  on  purpose 
or  intent  A  rare  piece. 

Getting  back  to  the  business  on  hand  I  am  patiently 
waiting  for  your  want  list  of  fabulous  books.  Prices  too? 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR. 


Sincerely  Yours, 

a/ 


JAMES  A.  BROWN 


December 


Mr .James  A. Brown 
227  Waverly  Avenue 
Newark  8,  New  Jersey 

Dear  Mr. Brown: 

Thank  you  for  your  note  of  December  23,  1962  and 
the  reprint  of  your  article  in  the  Scrapbook.  I 
did  read  your  article  and  got  many  laughs  from  it. 

It  is  so  truthful  it  really  should  not  be  considered 
funny. 

I  am  glad  that  you  raised  the  matter  of  the  Liveright 
specimen  of  the  1801*  Dollar  in  the  Newark  Museum. 

This  was  illustrated  in  the  pamphlet  “The  Museum” 
for  Summer, I960,  where  the  Liveright  collection  was 
written  up  by  Elaine  Gertz.  While  the  collection 
is  beautiful,  the  180U  dollar  is  nothing  more  than 
an  alteration  and  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Liveright  knows 
it  even  though,  possibly,  Miss  Gertz  and  the  museum 
do  not.  Possibly  you  should  check  with  Mr .Liveright • 
If  a  second  edition  of  "The  Fantastic”  comes  out 
I  will  add  this  material  to  the  alterations  chapter. 

The  Coin  Encyclopedia  will  stay  with  you  for  quite 
a  while.  It  is  not  an  authoratative  book  in  any 
way  and  I  will  wait  until  one  is  forced  upon  me. 

Please  do  not  expect  my  want  list  for  the  present 
as  I  am  exhausted  in  other  writing  and  research. 

My  very  best  wishes  for  the  New  Xear. 

Sincerely  yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 


Q.  David  Bowers,  James  F.  Ruddy/Empire  Buiiding/Johnson  City,  N.  Y./Tel.  729-6141 


December  26,  1962 


Mr,  Eric  P.  Newman 
Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc. 

400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  addressed  to  Jim.  Sorry  you  cannot 
use  the  trial  pieces.  They  are  quite  interesting  and  likewise 
rare . 

We  have  nothing  unusual  in  bust  type  Vermonts,  but  just  have 
a  few  of  the  commonest  varieties.  I  will  keep  you  in  mind  if 
we  get  any  of  the  scarcer  Ryder  numbers. 

I  read  the  1804  dollar  book,  and  thought  it  to  be  a  masterpiece. 
It  is  one  of  the  finest  numismatic  books  I  have  ever  read. 

With  best  personal  regards,  I  remain 


Q.  David  Bowers 


QDB:amr 
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